Racial  Dialogue 

By  Adam  Smith 

Packing  a  Faneuil  Hall  meet¬ 
ing  room,  non-profit  groups,  city 
leaders  and  others  recently 
announced  the  start  of  a  city¬ 
wide  "dialogue"  on  racial  diversi¬ 
ty  in  Boston. 

Hoping  to  increase  racial  and 
ethnic  understanding  throughout 
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Asian  Community  Reacts  to  Ruling  on  Gay  Marriage 


By  Adam  Smith,  Anita  Chang, 
Peijin  Chen,  and  Liang  Qu 

How  will  the  recent  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  ruling  on  gay  mar¬ 
riage  affect  Boston's  Asian 
American  population?  Probably 
not  that  much  differently  from  the 
rest  of  the  state's  population. 

Still,  Sampan  wanted  to  find 
out  what  the  area's  Asian 
American  population  thought 


about  the  4-3  decision  that  gay  cou¬ 
ples  have  the  right  to  marry  under 
the  Massachusetts  state  constitu¬ 
tion. 

So  we  asked. 

"I  have  many  friends  who  are  in 
gay  relationships  and  I  am  sup¬ 
portive  if  they  want  to  make  a  legal 
commitment  through  the  institu¬ 
tion  of  marriage.  That's  fine  by 
me,"  said  David  Moy,  who  is  the 
executive  director  of  the  Boston 


Chinatown  Neighborhood  Center. 

Moy,  like  the  rest  of  the  respon¬ 
dents  in  this  story,  gave  his  person¬ 
al  view  and  not  the  view  of  the 
agency  he  works  for. 

"I  support  any  union  that  is 
positive  where  people  are  happy 
and  it's  a  meaningful  relationship.  I 
don't  understand  the  problem 
[with  gay  marriage],"  said  Jane 
Leung,  director  of  Boston  Asian 
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BioSafety  or  Biohazard? 


Ebola  and  Other  Killer  Pathogens  Are 
Coming  to  the  South  End  for  Medical  Study. 
But  Should  They  Be  Researched  in  the  City? 


Susan  Hartnett  (right)  of  the  BRA  takes  a  question/P hoto  by  Jim  Damico 

City  Residents  Irate  at  BRA 
Meeting  for  Proposed  BioSquare 


By  Adam  Smith 

Ebola  is  coming  to  Boston. 
And  so  are  many  other  deadly 
and  incurable  pathogens. 

Their  home:  Boston  University 
Medical  Center's  National 
Biocontainment  Laboratory  pro¬ 
posed  for  the  South  End.  The 
bioterrorism  laboratory  is  one  of 
a  few  high-level  labs—called 
BioSafety  Level  4  (or  BSL  4)  labo¬ 
ratories— in  which  particularly 
hazardous  pathogens,  such  as 
Ebola  and  other  deadly  viruses, 
are  studied. 

The  Ebola  virus,  which  causes 
internal  and  external  bleeding,  is 
one  of  the  most  virulent  viral  dis¬ 
eases  known  and  often  kills  those 
infected,  according  to  the  World 
Health  Organization. 

Knowing  that  such  dangerous 


pathogens  are  going  to  be  studied 
at  the  proposed  Boston 
University  Medical  Center  BSL  4 
laboratory  is  making  some  people 
uneasy.  Critics,  such  as  a  group 
of  Boston  city  councilors,  various 
Boston  residents,  and  activist 
groups,  say  that  such  a  laboratory 
has  no  place  in  a  densely  populat¬ 
ed,  urban  area  such  as  the  South 
End.  The  one-square-mile  neigh¬ 
borhood  is  home  to  about  28,000 
people  and  sits  next  to  other 
densely  populated  districts,  such 
as  Roxbury  and  Chinatown. 

Yet,  supporters  of  the  labora¬ 
tory  say  that  location  and  popula¬ 
tion  are  irrelevant,  and  that  there 
is  a  desperate  need  for  the  sort  of 
research  that  the  Boston 
University  Biocontainment  lab 
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By  Adam  Smith 

The  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  attempted  the  impos¬ 
sible  last  week  when  it  hosted  a 
meeting  to  discuss  the  "urban 
design"  of  BioSquare,  a  15-acre 


research  center  that  is  slated  to 
include  a  high-level  bioterror¬ 
ism  research  laboratory  in  the 
South  End. 

"I'm  sure  they'll  be  pretty," 
said  an  attendee,  referring  to  the 
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Giving  Back 


State  House/  Photo  by  A.  Smith 


Religious  Leaders, 
Others,  Push  for 
Restoration  of  State- 
Funded  Health  Care 
for  Immigrants 

By  Adam  Smith 

At  a  recent  press  conference, 
a  group  of  area  religious  lead¬ 
ers,  immigrant  advocates  and 
state  representatives  called  out 
for  the  state  government  to 
restore  funding  for  healthcare 
coverage  for  legal  immigrants  in 
a  supplemental  budget. 

The  fiscal  year  2004  state 
budget  eliminated  state-funded 
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Interview  with  David 
Chang,  AACA  Volunteer  and 
ABCD  Award  Recipient 

By  Adam  Smith 

David  Chang  knows  what 
it's  like  to  be  an  immigrant.  He 
also  knows  what  it's  like  to  be  a 
refugee. 


"I  am  an  immigrant,"  said 
Chang  during  a  recent  inter¬ 
view,  "and  I've  been  a  refugee 
twice." 

The  first  time  he  was  a 
"refugee"  was  after  the  Japanese 
occupation  of  his  home 
province  in  China.  To  avoid  the 
occupation,  he  had  to  spend  his 
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Chinatown 
Neighborhood 
Council 
Election  is 
November  30  at 
Sovereign  Bank 

The  Chinatown 

Neighborhood  Council  will  hold 
its  election  on  Nov.  30,  9  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.  at  Sovereign  Bank  on 
Harrison  Ave.  in  Chinatown. 
Seven  unchallenged,  incumbent 
candidates  will  run.  The  council 
has  21  members. 

The  candidates  are: 

Resident  Category 
Shirley  Lee,  Midge  Eng  and 
Kenneth  Bennett 

Other  Category 

Kai  Lau  and  Wing  Kay  Leung 

Business  Category 
Cindy  Yan 

Agency  Category 
Felix  Lui 


David  Chang  at  ABCD  Awards  Dinner/P/ioto  by  Anita  Chang 
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Knowing  too  much:  A  Curse  or  Blessing? 


My  friends  say  that  I  go 
on  tangents  when  I  talk 
about  the  entertainment 
industry.  How  could  I  not? 
My  school,  Emerson 
College,  is  located  right  in 
the  heart  of  the  theatre  dis¬ 
trict  and  the  biggest 
Cineplex  in  Boston  is  just 
across  the  street. 

So,  yes,  entertainment 
comes  very  close  to  my 
heart.  But  at  the  same  time, 
I  wish  I  didn't  know  so 
much.  There  is  a  certain 
allure  in  watching  a  movie 
and  just  being  intrigued 
about  how  a  certain  special 
effect  can  evoke  an  emotion 
in  the  audience.  You  don't 
need  to  know  the  specific 
terminology  for  the  equip¬ 
ment  used.  You  can  just  be 
in  awe  of  the  end  result. 

However,  there  is  spe¬ 
cial  pride  in  knowing  that 
you  are  probably  one  of  the 
few  members  of  the  audi¬ 
ence  who  understand  the 
mumbo-jumbo  scrolled 
during  the  credits.  It's  kind 
of  like  being  of  two  cul¬ 
tures.  There's  a  lot  gained 
in  the  knowledge,  but  some 
intrigue  is  lost. 


AMER-ASIAN 

IDENTITY 


By  columnist 
Liang  Qu 


I  remember  watching 
"Crouching  Tiger,  Hidden 
Dragon"  when  it  first  came 
to  the  theatres.  On  the  one 
hand,  I  was  feeling  pretty 
good  about  myself  being 
able  to  comprehend  the 
story  without  the  aid  of 
subtitles.  Then  when  I  start¬ 
ed  hearing  whispers  from 
all  around  me  trying  to 
decipher  the  plotline  and 
commenting  on  the  cine¬ 
matography  and  fight 
sequences,  I  suddenly  felt 
left  out  of  the  loop.  I  also 
wanted  to  have  a  commu¬ 
nicative  roadblock  that 
would  force  me  to  enjoy  the 
art  from  another  perspec¬ 
tive.  I  wanted  to  be  like  the 


Americans  who  couldn't 
understand  Chinese:  just 
plain  American. 

I  felt  the  same  way 
when  I  saw  "Rush  Hour" 
while  I  was  in  China.  It  was 
awkward  being  the  only 
person  in  the  theatre  laugh¬ 
ing  at  American  slap-stick 
humor  when  the  rest  of  the 
audience  was  trying  to  fig¬ 
ure  out  why  the  "black  guy" 
was  being  "stupid." 
Knowing  both  the 
American  and  Asian  cul¬ 
tures  didn't  help  in  either 
situation.  In  fact,  it  alienat¬ 
ed  me  from  the  general 
public:  I  knew  too  much. 

After  years  of  self-evalu¬ 
ation  and  knowledge  of 
film  and  video  terminolo¬ 
gies,  I  re-realized  that 
knowing  both  sides  of  the 
spectrum  is  perhaps  better 
than  just  one.  For  one  thing, 
you  have  a  better  perspec¬ 
tive  on  the  whole  situation, 
on  film  or  off.  I  can  proba¬ 
bly  appreciate  the  "Matrix" 
for  more  than  just  the  visu¬ 
al  eye-candy.  I  can  enjoy 
knowing  some  of  what 
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Picture  of  the  Biweek 

CHINESE  DELEGATION  IN  MASSACHUSETTS 

State  Auditor  Joe  DeNucci  hosted  12  representatives  from  the  Chongqing  Municipal 
People's  Government  in  China  on  Nov.  18.  The  delegation  was  visiting  Boston  as  part 
of  an  information  gathering  tour  of  the  U.S.  Auditor  DeNucci  greeted  the  delegation's 
leader.  He  Li,  the  Director  of  the  Office  of  Investigation  and  Supervision  of  the 
Chongqing  Municipal  Government.  Chongqing  is  the  largest  industrial  city  in 
Southwest  China,  and  has  a  population  of  30  million. 

Photo  provided  by  State  Auditor 


LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Reader  Unhappy  with  Madame  Chiang-Kai  Shek  Story 


Dear  Editor: 


I  am  very  disturbed  and 
disappointed  by  your  write 
up  on  Madame  Chiang 
Kai-Shek  on  the  occasion  of 
her  passing.  It  was  just  so 
mundane  and  incognito  of 
her  actual  effect  on  China.  I 


seriously  think  you  missed 
the  point.  The  first  Ling, 
the  eldest  daughter  of 
Pastor  Charlie  Soong  loved 
money.  The  second  daugh¬ 
ter,  Ching-Ling  loved 
China.  She  married  the 
father  of  the  Modem 


Republic  of  China,  Dr.  Sun 
Yat-Sen.  And  last  but  not 
least,  the  youngest  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mei-Ling,  became  the 
second  wife  of 
Generalissimo  Chiang  Kai- 
Shek,  who  succeeded  Dr. 
Sim  Yat-Sen  as  president. 


So  you  see,  Taiwan  was 
ruled  by  a  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Christian  Faith— 
Charlie  Soong  —and  his 
three  daughters!  It’s  a  good 
story  of  a  feminist  renais¬ 
sance  in  China!  But,  of 
course,  president  Truman 


didn't  like  this  Taiwanese 
bunch,  and  he  called  them 
thieves  and  cut-throats  and 
stole  from  China  all  the  for¬ 
eign  aide  to  fight  commu¬ 
nism! 

Gerald  Heng 


Kensington  Goes  Before  Zoning  Commission  on  December  3 


By  Adam  Smith 

Seeking  approval  to  use 
a  zoning  mechanism  to  con¬ 
struct  a  30-story  building  on 
the  boarder  of  Chinatown, 
Kensington  Investment 
Company  will  go  before  the 
Zoning  Commission  on 
Dec.  3,  9  a.m.,  at  Boston 
City  Hall,  Room  900. 

The  zoning  mechanism, 
known  as  a  Planned 
Development  Area  (PDA) 
designation,  has  raised 
questions  by  many  in  the 
community.  One  require¬ 


ment  for  anyone  seeking  to 
build  on  a  PDA,  which 
allows  developers  to  bypass 
zoning,  is  that  the  building 
site  must  be  at  least  one 
acre  in  size.  Because  the 
Kensington  site  is  less  than 
the  required  acre,  the  devel¬ 
oper  has  drawn  a  line 
around  public  streets  and 
other  properties  not  con¬ 
trolled  by  Kensington 
Investment  Company  to 
make  an  acre-sized  project 
site. 

Some  community 
groups  and  activists  have 


objected  to  the  idea  of  using 
the  streets,  sidewalks  and 
other  properties  to  make  the 
acre.  The  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority 
supported  the  idea  when  it 
approved  the  tower  on 
Sept.  11  of  this  year. 

If  approved  by  the 
Zoning  Commission, 
Kensington  Place's  site  will 
include  parts  of  Washington 
Street,  La  Grange  Street,  the 
BRA-owned  Boylston 
Square  alley,  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  Boston  Young 
Men's  Christian  Union's 


(BYMCU)  building.  By 
drawing  the  site's  bound¬ 
aries  along  the  centers  of 
the  streets  and  around 
Boylston  Square  and  the 
BYMCU  building, 
Kensington  has  created  an 
area  slightly  larger  than  an 
acre  -  45,518  square  feet  to 
be  exact. 

The  actual  area  that 
Kensington  plans  to  devel¬ 
op  will  be  a  little  under 
three  quarters  of  an  acre  in 
size.  Right  now  Kensington 
owns  about  half  an  acre  on 
the  site,  which  it  acquired 


over  the  past  15  years. 

Kensington  Place  will 
house  346  residential  units 
and  240  parking  spaces.  A 
total  of  31  units  will  be 
moderately  priced  and  30 
units  will  be  designated  for 
low-income-eaming  indi¬ 
viduals. 

The  hearing  will  be  open 
to  the  public.  A  copy  of  the 
PDA  petition  and  a  map  of 
the  site  area  are  on  display 
at  the  Zoning  Commission, 
Room  947A  of  Boston  City 
Hall. 
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Stuart  Ishimaru  Becomes  EEOC  Commissioner 


Asian  American  groups 
praised  the  nomination  of 
Stuart  J.  Ishimaru  recently, 
when  it  was  announced  he 
would  become 
Commissioner  of  the  U.S. 
Equal  Employment 
Opportunity  Commission. 

Ishimaru  was  sworn  in 
November  17  as 
Commissioner  of  the  EEOC 
and  was  nominated  for  the 
position  by  President 
George  W.  Bush  on 
October  14.  The  U.S.  Senate 
unanimously  confirmed 
his  position  on  October  3. 

Upon  Ishimaru's  nomi¬ 
nation,  the  National  Asian 
Pacific  American  Legal 
Consortium  applauded  the 
U.S.  Senate  "for  its  swift 
and  unanimous  consent  on 
the  confirmation  of  Stuart 
Ishimaru  for  a  seat  on  the 
Equal  Employment 


Opportunity  Commission" 
as  well  as  President  Bush. 

The  Japanese  American 
Citizens  League 
(JACL)  also 
hailed  the  con¬ 
firmation  of 
Stuart  Ishimaru 
"as  a  victory  for 
civil  rights." 

"We  believe  that 
Mr.  Ishimaru 
will  serve  the 
nation  with  dis¬ 
tinction  as  a 
Commissioner 
and  we  look  for¬ 
ward  to  working 
with  him  in  the 
coming  years," 
said  JACL  National 
President  S.  Floyd  Mori  in 
a  press  statement. 

According  to  the 
National  Asian  Pacific 
American  Legal 


Ishimaru,  Commissioner 
of  EEOC/  Photo  provided 
by  EECO/Ron  Larson 


Consortium,  prior  to 
Ishimaru's  confirmation, 
no  Asian  Pacific  Americans 
held  top  leader¬ 
ship  positions 
at  any  federal 
civil  rights 
enforcement 
agency. 

Before 

taking  the  posi¬ 
tion,  Ishimaru 
served  as 
Deputy 
Assistant 
Attorney 
General  in  the 
Civil  Rights 
Division  of  the 
U.S. 

Department  of  Justice 
between  1999  and  2001.  He 
had  also  served  as  Counsel 
to  the  Assistant  Attorney 
General  for  five  years, 
advising  Assistant 


Attorneys  General  on  poli¬ 
cy  and  political  matters. 

In  1993,  President 
Clinton  nominated 
Ishimaru  to  be  the  Acting 
Staff  Director  of  the  U.S. 
Commission  on  Civil 
Rights,  and  from  1984  to 
1993,  he  served  on  the  pro¬ 
fessional  staffs  of  the 
House  Judiciary 
Subcommittee  on  Civil  and 
Constitutional  Rights  and 
two  House  Armed  Services 
Subcommittees  of  the  U.S. 
Congress. 

The  native  of  San  Jose, 
California  earned  his 
undergraduate  degree 


from  the  University  of 
California,  Berkeley,  and 
his  law  degree  from  the 
George  Washington 
University. 

"I  am  honored  and 
excited  to  be  joining  the 
Commission,"  said 
Ishimaru  in  a  press  state¬ 
ment.  "For  nearly  40  years 
the  EEOC  has  been  at  the 
forefront  of  our  nation's 
commitment  to  root  out 
illegal  discrimination.  I 
look  forward  to  working 
with  my  colleagues  at  the 
Commission  to  make  this 
vision  a  reality." 


CORRECTION:  A  story  about  the  Lower  Washington 
Street  Neighborhood  Task  Force  incorrectly  listed  the 
co-chairs  of  the  non-profit.  The  three  co-chairs  are 
Peggy  Ings  of  Emerson  College,  Thomas  Lee  of  the 
Boston  Chinese  Evangelical  Church  and  Mary  Soo  Hoo 
of  the  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council.  Bill  Moy  is 
not  a  co-chair  as  listed  in  the  story. 
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Should  Boston  University  Medical  Center  Build  a  BSL  4  Laboratory  In  the  South  End? 


A  researcher  in  a  BSL  4  lab/vhotu  from  cdc  Web  Site 


FROM  PAGE  1 

would  conduct. 

The  Boston  University 
Medical  Center  lab  would 
attempt  to  develop  vaccines 
and  therapeutics  for  emerg¬ 
ing  infectious  diseases  and 
for  biological  agents  that 
could  be  used  in  a  bioter¬ 
rorist  attack. 

Currently,  three  Level  4 
labs  are  in  operation  in  the 
United  States,  according  to 
the  National  Institute  of 
Allergy  and  Infectious 
Diseases  (NLAID).  The 
three  Level  4  labs  are  locat¬ 
ed  in  Georgia,  Fort  Detrick 
military  base  in  Maryland, 
and  in  a  business  district  on 
the  outskirts  of  San 
Antonio,  Texas. 

NLAID  recently  award¬ 
ed  grants  to  another  Texas 
facility  as  well  as  to  Boston 
University  Medical  Center 
(BUMC)  to  build  one  new 
Level  4  laboratory  each. 

"The  [Level  4]  labs  are 
the  safest  labs  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  They  are  really  built  so 
that  nothing  comes  out  of 
those  labs  that  shouldn't," 
said  Julie  Collins,  a  spokes¬ 
woman  for  the  Southwest 
Foundation  for  Biomedical 
Research,  which  houses  a 
BSL  4  lab  and  is  located  on 
the  outskirts  of  San 
Antonio. 

Calling  the  safety  fea¬ 
tures  for  the  labs  "purpose¬ 
ly  redundant,"  Collins 
claimed  that  "there  has 
never  been  any  type  of  acci¬ 
dental  release  from  any  of 


the  [Level  4  labs]." 

"These  facilities  are 
safe,"  said  Ellen  Berlin,  a 
BUMC  spokeswoman. 

What  the  Scientists  Say 

"What  do  I  think  about 
having  it  in  the  South 
End?"  said  Meryl  Nass, 

MD,  an  expert  on  biological 
warfare  who  lives  in 
Maine.  "I  think  it's  a  stupid 
idea." 

Dr.  Nass  has  testified  in 
Congressional  hearings 
about  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  biologi¬ 
cal  weapons 
and  has  stud¬ 
ied  and  writ¬ 
ten  about  the 
subject  for  the 
past  15  years. 

Dr.  Nass  and 
other  critics 
say  such  labo¬ 
ratories  shouldn't  be  built 
in  densely  populated  cities. 

For  an  infection  to 
occur,  said  Dr.  Nass,  "all 
you  really  need  to  do  is 
stick  yourself  with  a  dirty 
needle." 

A  risk  of  this  type  of 
research,  she  said,  is  that  a 
researcher  could  unknow¬ 
ingly  become  infected  by  a 
pathogen  he  is  studying, 
then  go  to  a  community 
hospital  for  treatment  and 
spread  the  illness  to  others. 

"You  think  you've  got 
an  ordinary  illness  and  you 
go  to  a  community  hospi¬ 
tal,"  said  Dr.  Nass.  "[Then 


you]  may  wind  up  expos¬ 
ing  others  to  illness." 

Other  doctors  don't 
think  there  are  such  dan¬ 
gers.  "I  do  not  think  that 
scenario  is  very  likely  at 
all,"  said  Dr.  Charles 
Schable,  director  of  the 
bioterrorism  program  at  the 
National  Center  for 
Infectious  Diseases.  "If 
you're  handling  these  mate¬ 
rials,  the  first  thing  you 
think  of  is  'uh  oh,  [did  I 
catch]  something  I've  work¬ 
ing  with?' "  he  said. 

Besides, 
said  Dr. 
Schable, 

"You're  in  a 
space-suit 
environment, 
and  it's  pretty 
hard  to  stick 
yourself  [with 
a  dirty  nee¬ 
dle]." 

When  asked  if  there's  a 
chance  a  pathogen  could 
escape  from  a  BSL  4  lab. 

Dr.  Jean  Patterson,  chair  of 
the  Department  of  Virology 
and  Immunology  at  the 
BSL  4  laboratory  in  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  said,  "In 
the  history  of  these  labs, 
there's  never  been  an  acci¬ 
dent...  so  that's  all  you  can 
go  on." 

What  about  in  the  case 
of  a  terrorist  attack  on  the 
lab? 

"I  don't  know  what  a 
terrorist  would  do,"  said 
Dr.  Patterson.  "We're  doing 
the  basic  medical  research. 


If  they  blow  us  up,  they'd 
blow  up  the  pathogen. 
These  pathogens  wouldn't 
survive  [an  explosion]." 

Though  some  critics 
warn  that  BSL  4  labs  bring 
exotic,  deadly  and  incur¬ 
able  pathogens  into  areas 
from  which  the  pathogens 
would  otherwise  not  origi¬ 
nate,  Dr.  Patterson  said  this 
is  of  little  concern  to  her. 
She  said  the  real  risk  is  of 
humans  transporting  natu¬ 
rally  occurring  illnesses, 
such  as  SARS. 

"We  just  don't  live  in  a 
world  where  pathogens  are 
going  to  stay  where  they 
originated,"  she  said. 

To  keep  surrounding 
communities  safe,  BSL  4 
laboratories  "have  multiple 
back-up  safety  systems," 
said  Dr.  Schable  of  the 
National  Center  for 
Infectious  Diseases.  These 
laboratories  are  constructed 
in  a  way  that  would  pre¬ 
vent  the  release  of  danger¬ 
ous  pathogens,  he  said,  and 
scientists  working  inside 
the  labs  are  trained  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  sort  of  outbreak. 

"If  people  do  what's 
right,"  he  said  "things  will 
be  alright  [in  the  BSL  4 
labs]." 

But  sometimes  people 
don't  do  what's  right,  say 
the  critics. 

Responding  to  asser¬ 
tions  that  there  has  never 
been  an  accident  at  a  Level 
4  laboratory.  Dr.  Nass  said, 
"When  they  tell  you  things 


like  there's  never  been  an 
accident,  that's  hogwash." 

Accidents  have  been 
documented.  Last  year, 
anthrax  contamination  was 
found  in  an  office  and  cor¬ 
ridor  at  Fort  Detrick--out- 
side  of  a  laboratory  in 
which  the  bacteria  spores 
were  supposed  to  be  con- 
tained—according  to  an  arti¬ 
cle  in  The  Baltimore  Sun. 
According  to  the  same 
newspaper,  a  researcher  at 
the  Fort  Detrick  facility  had 
tested  positive  for  anthrax 
the  same  year. 

Dr.  Neil  Levitt,  a  virolo¬ 
gist,  had  conducted 
research  for  17  years  at  a 
lab  in  Fort  Detrick.  In  1988, 
he  testified  in  Senate  hear¬ 
ings  about  an  incident 
involving  missing 
pathogens  from  a  high- 
level  laboratory.  While  tak¬ 
ing  an  inventory  of  virus 
stocks,  he  noticed  that  up 
to  70  vials  (about  2.5  liters) 
of  Chikungunya  virus—a 


viral  disease  that  is  trans¬ 
mitted  to  human  beings  by 
certain  mosquitoes  in 
Africa  and  Asia-had  disap¬ 
peared.  The  vials  were 
never  found. 

Though  the  virus  isn't 
considered  life-threatening- 
-it  causes  fevers,  nausea, 
vomiting,  severe  joint  pain, 
and  rash— Dr.  Levitt's  story 
illustrates  the  real  possibili¬ 
ty  that  pathogens  could  be 
taken  out  of  laboratories, 
whether  accidentally  or 
intentionally. 

Dr.  Levitt  also  told  the 
Sampan  of  a  mechanical 
failure  at  a  Fort  Detrick  lab¬ 
oratory  where  he  was 
working  in  the  early  1980s. 
Routine  maintenance 
checks  were  not  conducted 
on  schedule,  he  said,  and  a 
mechanical  failure  of  a  bio¬ 
logical  hood,  used  to  pre¬ 
vent  materials  from  escap¬ 
ing  into  the  lab,  went  unde- 
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There  are  four 
levels  of 
Biosafety 
Laboratories. 
Level  4  is  the 
highest. 
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Residents  Upset  at  BioSquare  Design  Review  Meeting 


FROM  PAGE  1 

buildings  in  BioSquare.  But, 
said  the  man,  "I'm  curious 
about  the  level  of  the  labs. 
That's  what  we're  worried 
about." 

The  man  appeared 
increasingly  frustrated  over 
the  proposed  BioSafety 
Level  4  (BSL  4)  laboratory. 
Level  4  laboratories  are  labs 
in  which  scientists  research 
the  most  deadly,  incurable 
and  exotic  pathogens 
known,  such  as  Ebola.  The 
man  at  the  meeting  showed 
little  interest  in  the  urban 
design  of  the  BioSquare 
project,  or  the  colorful  map 
displaying  the  layout  of 
buildings,  parking  garages, 
and  side  streets. 

"Tonight  is  ...about  the 
broad  plan  [of  BioSquare]," 
said  Susan  Hartnett,  the 
Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority's  Director  of 
Economic  Development. 
"The  broad  plan  needs  to 
get  through  review  before 
we...  get  inside  the  individ¬ 
ual  components,  which  will 
include  the  [BSL  4]  bio¬ 
lab..." 

Many  at  the  meeting, 
however,  had  more  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  laboratory, 
which  would  be  placed  in 
the  densely  populated 
South  End  neighborhood, 
which  borders  Roxbury 
and  Chinatown. 


DIALOGUES 
FROM  PAGE  1 

the  city,  the  organizers 
behind  the  "City-Wide 
Dialogues"  initiative  will 
host  a  series  of  planned 
discussions  on  race  in  vari¬ 
ous  neighborhoods.  The 
dialogue  will  start  in  com¬ 
ing  weeks  and  end  in  July 
of  next  year. 

Each  Boston  neighbor¬ 
hood  will  hold  four  discus¬ 
sions  with  15  to  20  racially 
diverse  participants. 

"We're  challenging 
Bostonians  to  step  up  to 
the  plate  and  participate  in 
a  dialogue,"  said  Jeff  Stone 
of  the  Urban  League  of 
Eastern  Massachusetts, 
who  is  also  the  co-chair  of 
the  Dialogues  steering 
committee. 

No  neighborhood  dis¬ 
cussion  dates  were  given 
at  the  meeting. 

It  was  clear,  however, 
that  the  organizers  and 


Responding  to  concerns 
about  the  lab,  Hartnett  said: 
"I  think  it's  fair  to  say  that 
[this  meeting]  is  not  just 
about  design.  There  are 
very  few  places  in  the 
country  that  have  Level  4 
labs...  And  it's  legitimate 
for  people  to  ask  ques¬ 
tions." 

Yet,  virtually  every 
question  about  the  pro¬ 
posed  high-level  laboratory 
went  unanswered  by  BRA 
officials  and  the  project's 
developers,  Boston 
University  Medical  Center 
and  Robert  Walsh,  a  former 
director  of  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority 
(BRA). 

"The  medical  people  or 
the  science  people  are  not 
here  tonight,"  said  Hartnett. 

"I'm  not  going  to  be  the 
purveyor  of  misinformation 
about  Level  3  and  Level  4 
labs,"  said  Walsh.  Walsh 
and  Hartnett  said  that  BSL 
4-specific  questions  would 
be  answered  at  the  next 
BioSquare  meeting  on 
December  10,  6:30  p.m.  at 
the  Boston  Public  Library. 

Others,  however,  said 
they  were  uneasy  about 
trusting  scientists  or  health 
officials  who  would  be 
called  to  the  December  10 
meeting  by  the  BRA  or 
other  city  officials. 

"These  experts  are  not 
going  to  get  up  and  say 


sponsors  of  Dialogues 
were  willing  to  admit  that 
Boston  has  a  history  of 
racial  troubles  and  that 
they  intend  to  correct  those 
troubles. 

"We've  come  a  long 
way,"  said  Mayor  Thomas 
M.  Menino  at  the  meeting, 
"but  still  we  have  some 
problems." 

Each  neighborhood  dia¬ 
logue  is  slated  to  be  two- 
hours  long  and  include 
structured  activities  on 
race  and  ethnicity,  as  well 
as  an  open  discussion. 
Group  facilitators  will  be 
recruited  from  various 
community  organizations 
and  trained  for  the  meet¬ 
ings.  Participants  will 
include  Boston  residents, 
workers  and  public  offi¬ 
cials. 

Without  making  any 
commitments,  the  Mayor 
said,  "I'm  going  to  try  to  be 
at  some  of  those  meetings. 


anything  contrary. ..to  the 
interests  of  those  people 
who  hired  them,"  said  one 
woman  who  lives  a  few 
blocks  away  from  the 
BioSquare  project. 

Though  Boston 
University  has  said  there  is 
much  support  for  the  pro¬ 
posed  BSL  4  lab,  many  at 
the  meeting  showed  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  laboratory. 

Others  have  already 
publicly  opposed  the  labo¬ 
ratory  as  well.  Alternatives 
for  Community  and 
Environment  (ACE),  a 
Roxbury-based  legal  sup¬ 
port  organization,  filed  a 
notice  that  it  would  sue  if 
the  project  moves  forward, 
and  on  May  20,  a  group  of 
Boston  City  Councilors 
filed  for  an  ordinance  that 
would  prohibit  Level  4 
research  in  Boston. 

"Now,  ACE  has  come 
out  in  opposition  before  it's 
had  answers,"  said  Hartnett 
at  one  point  during  the 
meeting,  afterward  saying 
she  "retracts"  her  statement. 

"I  don't  think  that's  a 
fair  comment  for  you  to 
make  as  a  city  official," 
fired  back  a  woman  who 
said  she  lived  a  few  blocks 
from  the  proposed  BSL  4 
lab. 

Another  woman  stood 
up  and  asked  if  there  was 
any  chance  the  BRA  would 
not  approve  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  proposed  BSL  4 
laboratory  once  the  review 
process  has  been  complet¬ 
ed.  "Is  it  a  done  deal?  Is  this 
a  done  deal  and  you're  just 
giving  us  more  information 
[about  the  project]?" 

Hartnett  sidestepped 
the  question  and  instead 
said  the  mayor  supports 
the  lab.  Mayor  Thomas  M. 
Menino  and  Governor  Mitt 
Romney  support  Boston 
University  Medical  Center's 
building  of  the  laboratory 
and  praised  the  project 
when  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  announced  it  would 
award  the  university  $120 
million  to  build  the  BSL  4 
laboratory.  Providing 
money  for  the  laboratory  is 
part  of  the  Bush 


so  I  can  [listen  in]." 

Menino  is  on  the  honorary 
advisory  committee  of  the 
City-Wide  Dialogues. 

Other  members  of  the 
Dialogues  steering  and 
advisory  committees 
include  Sen.  Edward 
Kennedy,  Meg 
Vaillancourt  of  the  Boston 
Red  Sox,  Gisele  Michel  of 
the  Irish  Immigration 
Center,  and  Nam  Pham  of 
VietAID. 

"Most  the  time  when 
Asians  stand  up...  they 
don't  get  to  do  the  dia¬ 
logue,"  said  Gerald  Heng 
of  the  Chinese 
Consolidated  Benevolent 
Association  in  Chinatown, 
who  attended  the  gather¬ 
ing  for  the  announcement. 
He  said  to  a  reporter  that 
the  biggest  road  block  to 
dialogue  for  Asians  in 
Boston  is  language  barri¬ 
ers. 


Administration's  War  on 
Terrorism. 

"It's  the  unknown  about 
the  Level  4  [lab  that  con¬ 
cerns  people],"  said  Walsh, 
and  "I  think  that's.. .very 
natural... Yet,  he  said, 
"This  is  a  secure  facility." 

Walsh  said  that  in  the 
220,000  square-foot 
National  Biocontainment 
Laboratory,  only  about 
25,000  square  feet  would  be 
used  for  BSL  4  research. 

The  rest  of  the  building 
would  be  used  for 
BioSafety  Level  2  and  3 
research,  which  is  less  dan¬ 
gerous. 

This,  however,  did  little 
to  ease  the  fears  of  those  at 
the  meeting. 

"Take  your  25,000 
[square]  feet,"  said  one 
man,  "and  move  them  out 
of  the  city." 


Robert  Walsh,  the  devel¬ 
oper  of  the  BioSquare 
Project/P/iofo  by  Jim  Damico 


CHANG/FROM  PAGE  1 
youth  in  Hong  Kong.  The 
second  time  was  when  he 
moved  to  the  United 
States. 

His  immigrant  and 
refugee  experiences  are 
what  prompted  him  to 
start  giving  back,  said 
Chang,  who  was  recently 
recognized  for  his  volun¬ 
teer  work  as  a  board  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Asian  American 
Civic  Association  (AACA), 
a  non-profit  organization 
that  assists  immigrants 
with  job  skills  and  English 
language  training  and  pub¬ 
lishes  the  Sampan. 

Bom  in  China  in  1937, 
Chang  has  an  immigrant 
experience  that,  in  some 
ways,  is  similar  to  that  of 
other  immigrants  of  his 
generation,  but  in  other 
ways  is  unique. 

Chang  and  his  family 
moved  around  much  dur¬ 
ing  his  youth.  First,  they 
left  their  home  town  in 
China  to  escape  the 
Japanese  soldiers.  His  fam¬ 
ily  moved  to  Hong  Kong 
and  to  various  provinces  in 
China.  For  a  short  while, 
Chang  and  his  father  even 
spent  time  in  New  York, 
when  his  father  was  asked 
to  be  on  the  Chinese  dele¬ 
gation  of  the  United 
Nations.  Eventually, 
because  of  the  Communist 
take-over  in  China, 

Chang's  family  decided  to 
settle  in  Hong  Kong. 

But  life  there  wasn't 
easy,  he  said. 

"I  had  no  political  or 
legal  identity,"  he  said. 


SAMPAN'S  VIEW 

BRA  Failed  to  Promote 
Nov .  13  BioSquare  Meeting 


By  Adam  Smith 

The  Boston 

Redevelopment  Authority 
should  have  better  publi¬ 
cized  the  November  13 
meeting  to  discuss  the 
design  of  BioSquare,  a 
biomedical  research  facili¬ 
ty  that  will  house  one  of 
only  a  few  high-level  bio¬ 
research  labs  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  called  BioSafety  Level 
4  labs. 

Many  residents 
and  a  few  con¬ 
cerned  city  coun¬ 
cilors  have 
expressed  a  need  for  more 
information  about  the 
Level  4  laboratory  slated 
for  construction  in  the  15- 
acre  BioSquare  in  the 
South  End.  Why  are  they 
concerned?  Because  the 
pathogens  that  would  be 
studied  in  the  Level  4  lab 
have  no  cure  and  are 
highly  contagious. 

Yet,  when  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority 
advertised  the  community 
meeting  to  discuss  the 
urban  design  and  zoning 
of  BioSquare,  it  failed  to 
mention  anything  about 
the  laboratory,  except  that 
BioSquare  would  house  a 
"National  Biocontainment 
Laboratory."  The  ad, 
which  appeared  in  only 


two  neighborhood  news¬ 
papers,  made  no  mention 
that  the  National  Bio- 
Containment  Laboratory 
is  a  "Level  4"  lab  or  that 
the  laboratory  would 
allow  for  research  of  such 
deadly  and  contagious 
pathogens  as  Ebola. 

This  was  a  mistake. 
Residents  of  the  South 
End  neighborhood  and  of 
the  entire  city  deserve  to 
know  the  details  of  this 
laboratory. 

Advertising  the 
meeting  in  only 
the  South  End  News 
and  The  Boston  Courant 
was  not  enough.  Ads 
should  have  been  placed 
in  the  two  major  city 
newspapers  as  well. 

The  BRA  likely  met  its 
requirements  for  publiciz¬ 
ing  the  meeting,  but  con¬ 
sidering  that  the  Level  4 
lab  would  be  one  of  only 
about  five  such  labs  in  the 
entire  country  once  it  is 
built,  the  BRA  should 
have  been  more  sensitive 
to  community  concerns. 

The  Sampan  believes 
the  Level  4  lab  is  more 
than  a  South  End  issue. 

It's  a  city  issue. 

State  Senator  Dianne 
Wilkerson  was  not  even 
informed  of  the  meeting, 
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OPINION 


"We  weren't  considered 
real  residents." 

Educated  by  Irish  mis¬ 
sionaries,  Chang  went  to 
grade  school  and  high 
school  in  Hong  Kong. 
When  it  came  time  to  go  to 
college,  he  decided  to  leave 
the  peninsula. 

Upon  accepting  a  full 
scholarship  from  St.  John's 
College  in  1956,  Chang 
headed  for  Annapolis, 
Maryland,  to  study  in  the 
college's  "Great  Books 
Program". 

Explaining  his  second 
time  as  a  refugee,  Chang 
said  that  upon  finishing 
school  at  St.  John's,  he  ran 
into  a  "sticky"  situation:  he 
came  to  the  U.S.  on  a  stu¬ 
dent  visa,  but  because  he 
left  from  Hong  Kong, 
which  was  not  his  birth¬ 
place,  he  didn't  have  all  the 
required  paperwork  to 
prove  he  was  a  resident  of 
that  colony. 

"My  whole  legal  status 
was  very  complicated,"  he 
said.  Luck  and  relaxed 
immigration  laws  allowed 
him  to  stay  and  continue 
his  studies  in  the  U.S. 
Chang  eventually  went  on 
to  study  in  the  Department 
of  Meteorology  and 
Oceanography  in  the 
College  of  Engineering  at 
New  York  University. 

While  in  New  York,  he 
married  to  his  wife  Ann, 
an  American  citizen, 
whom  he  had  met  earlier. 

Chang  went  on  to  work 
in  various  companies  such 
as  Environmental  Research 
&  Technology,  Inc.  (now 
ENSR)  and  Strategic 


Information,  a  subsidiary 
of  Ziff-Davis. 

In  1966  he  and  his  wife 
moved  to  Acton,  where 
they  now  live. 

"I  was  the  first  Chinese  in 
Acton,"  Chang  recalled, 
noting  how  the  Chinese 
population  in  Acton  has 
since  mushroomed. 

Chang  was  also  one  of 
the  first  Chinese  people  in 
Annapolis,  where  he  went 
to  college. 

At  that  time,  he  said, 
"there  were  no  Chinese  in 
Annapolis,"  and  every¬ 
thing  was  segregated 
between  African 
Americans  and  whites. 

"Initially,  I  felt  people 
were  looking  at  me,"  he 
said.  But  soon,  he  felt  more 
comfortable.  Speaking  with 
nearly  no  accent  helped 
keep  Chang  from  standing 
out  among  whites,  he  said. 

"They  seemed  to  just 
forget  about  it,"  he  said. 

In  fact,  Chang  said,  he 
has  faced  very  little  dis¬ 
crimination  in  the  U.S. 

But  even  if  he  did,  it 
wouldn't  likely  have  both¬ 
ered  him  much. 

"I  look  a  little  different. 

I  don't  give  a  damn,"  said 
Chang. 

And  he  feels  that  the 
U.S.  is  his  true  home.  "By 
rights,  I  guess  I  should  feel 
a  strong  connection  to 
Hong  Kong,"  he  said.  "But 
I  don't  feel  that.  Since  I 
spent  so  many  years  here,  I 
feel  very  much  at  home 
here." 

Chang  and  his  wife, 

CONTINUED  PAGE  6 
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UPCOMING  EVENTS 

►►"Beyond  Bollywood:  Tara  Deshande"  is  pro¬ 
gram  hosted  by  the  Cambridge  Center  for  Adult 
Education  that  will  include  a  talk  by  Bollywood 
Star  Tara  Deshpande.  Deshpande  will  introduce 
her  2001  film  "Tapish"  and  will  moderate  a  panel 
discussion  with  local  experts  of  Indian  pop  cul- 
ture.The  event  is  December  6,  1-5  p.m.,  at  42 
Brattle  Street,  Cambridge.  $15.  Call  (617)  547-6789, 
Ext.  1. 

►►The  Peabody  Essex  Museum  (PEM)  and  the  Silk 
Road  Project,  Inc.  (SRPI)  will  partner  to  present 
Creative  Exchanges:  Sights  and  Sounds  of  the  Silk 
Road,  a  series  of  performance,  educational  and 
cultural  activities,  from  January  20  to  31,  2004,  at 
PEM's  museum  of  art  and  culture. 

Led  by  cellist  Yo-Yo  Ma,  the  Silk  Road  Project's 
Artistic  Director,  this  partnership  will  bring  works 
of  visual  art  from  the  museum's  collection  togeth¬ 
er  with  the  international  music  and  storytelling 
embodied  in  the  Silk  Road  Ensemble  to  create 
awareness  of  the  rich  and  diverse  cultural  tradi¬ 
tions  in  the  lands  along  the  ancient  Silk  Road.  For 
more  information  visit  www.pem.org. 

►►The  American  Repertory  Theatre  will  present 
"Snow  in  June,"  a  performance  work  adapted  and 
directed  by  the  renowned  Chinese  director  Chen 
Shi-Zheng.  The  text  is  by  Charles  L.  Mee.  The  per¬ 
formance  opens  at  the  Loeb  Drama  Center, 
Harvard  Square,  on  November  29  at  8  p.m.,  and 
runs  through  December  28.  The  story  is  about  the 
spirit  of  a  young  girl  who  returns  from  the  dead  to 
exact  her  brutal  revenge  on  the  society  that  caused 
her  death.  It's  inspired  by  a  thirteenth-century 
Yuan  drama. 

►►Opening  soon  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts, 
Boston:  "Draped  in  Dragons:  Chinese  Court 
Costume."  The  exhibit  will  open  December  3  at 
the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  and  will  display  exam¬ 
ples  of  the  jifu  and  other  types  of  imperial  dress 
with  costume  accessories,  portraits,  furniture  and 
textiles,  providing  a  rare  glimpse  into  the  Chinese 
imperial  court  of  the  Qing  (1644  -  1911)  Dynasty. 
Exhibit  will  end  May  2,  2004.  The  museum  is  at 
465  Huntington  Avenue,  Boston. 

►►The  Hermes  Orchestra  will  perform  a  concert  of 
Modem  Classics:  Billy  Joel  to  Eminem  -  original 
arrangements  of  rock  and  pop  favorites.  The 
orchestra's  instrumentation  includes  piano,  guitar, 
bass,  drums,  cello,  clarinet  and  flute.  The  show  is 
Nov.  25,  7  p.m.  at  the  Tremont  Theater  &  Gallery, 
276  Tremont  St.,  Boston.  It's  sponsored  by  The 
International  Society.  Call  (61 7)  338-4274.  $20. 
►►During  November,  Wal-Mart  stores  will  offer 
free  eye  exams  to  kids  under  age  18  who  have  no 
health  insurance.  Free  frames  and  lenses  are  also 
available  for  the  kids. 

►►The  Chinatown  Resident  Association  meets 
every  first  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  6:30  p.m.  at 
the  Quincy  School. 

►►The  Chinatown  Safety  Committee  meets  tire 
first  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  10:30  a.m.  at  the 
Double  Tree  Hotel. 

►►The  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council  meets 
on  the  third  Monday  of  the  month  at  6  p.m.  at  St. 
James  the  Greater. 

TURN  OFF  THE  TV :  VOLUNTEER 
►►Volunteer  to  help  the  elderly.  Call  Match-Up 
Interfaith  at  (617)  536-3557. 

►►AIDS  Action  is  looking  for  volunteers.  Call 

(617)  450-1222. 

►►Become  a  Big  Sister  and  offer  support  to  a 
girl  age  7  to  15.  Call  (617)  236-8060. 

Help  Out  the 
Sampan  for 
our  New  Year 
Issue! 

We  need  stories,  production  help, 
more. 

Call  (617)  426-9492,  Ext.  207. 


Help  Wanted 


TOWN  OF  BROOKLINE 

Senior  Clerk 


•SWSBKSf'.SWSS .  - 


Seeking  a  clerk  to  provide  assistance  to  the  public  and  to  support 
the  daily  operations  of  the  Town  Clerk's  Office  with  sporting  and 
dog  licenses,  marriage,  birth  and  death  certificates,  voter  registra¬ 
tion  and  passports. 

Excellent  customer  service  skills,  ability  to  work  independently; 
organize  time;  work  with  accuracy  and  attention  to  detail;  MS 
Office  skills  plus  two  years  office  and  customer  service  experi¬ 
ence;  HS  diploma.  Position  requires  one  evening  shift  per  week 
and  mandatory  seasonal  overtime.  Salary  $610/week. 

Resume  and  cover  letter  by  December  5,  2003  to:  Town  of 
Brookline,  Human  Resources-3rd  Floor,  333  Washington  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02445 
AA/EOE/ADA 


www.townofbrooklinemass.com 


bhcc.mass.edu 


STUDENT 

INFORMATION 

SYSTEMS 

Database  Administrator 


Founded  in  1945,  Berklee  College  of  Music  is  the  world's  largest 
independent  music  college  and  the  premier  institution  for  the 
study  of  contemporary  music.  We  are  presently  seeking: 

International  Records  Assistant, 
Counseling  Center 

Assists  in  maintaining  international  student  immigration  records 
for  SEVIS  compliance.  Advises  international  students,  in  groups  or 
individually,  about  basic  immigration  information.  Serves  as 
Designated  School  Official  (DSO). 

Qualifications:  Bachelor's  degree  or  equivalent  professional 
experience;  Master's  degree  in  Student  Development,  Education  or 
related  field  preferred.  Familiarity  with  college/university 
environment  and  experience  in  student  affairs  in  a  higher 
education  setting  preferred.  Ability  to  understand  and  explain 
the  complexities  of  college,  academic  and  curricular  policies  to 
students,  and  assist  students  in  implementing  their  educational 
plans  consistent  with  F-1  regulations.  Prior  experience  working 
with,  or  as,  Designated  School  Official  (DSO)  preferred. 

Must  possess  U.S.  citizenship  to  act  as  a  DSO. 

To  apply,  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 

Berklee  College  of  Music,  Office  of  Human  Resources, 

1140  Boylston  Street  Boston,  MA  02215; 

Fax:  (617)  247-0166;  E-mail:  apply-hr@berklee.edu 

For  more  information  about  Berklee 
and  a  complete  listing  of  available 
positions,  please  visit 
www.berklee.edu 
Berklee  College  of  Music  is  an  Equal 

Opportunity  Employer.  IllLlSlC 


Berklee 
college  of 


Reporting  to  the  Director  of  Information  Systems,  monitor  and  maintain  a 
Unidata  Database  running  Datatel  Application  Software.  Assist  users  with 
reporting,  data  definitions  and  database  utilization.  Write  and  maintain  query 
reports  and  assist  users  in  enhancing  and  maintaining  database  values. 

Qualifications: 

•Bachelor’s  degree  in  Computer  Science  or  closely  related  field  required 
•Experience  with  a  Relational  Database  Management  System  required; 
experience  with  Unidata  and  Datatel  Colleague  a  plus 
•Knowledge  of  SQL  and  at  least  one  programming  language  required 
•Basic  understanding  of  the  UNIX  operating  system  required 
•Demonstrated  ability  to  organize  and  prioritize  work  projects  required 
•Ability  to  work  with  minimum  supervision  required 
•Willingness  to  work  some  late  evening  or  weekend  hours 

Salary  Range:  $62, 000.00-$67, 000.00 

Review  of  applications  will  begin  November  24,  2003  and  will  continue  until 
position  is  filled. 


To  apply  in  confidence,  candidates  should  send  a  resume  and  a  letter 
addressing  the  requirements  of  the  position,  and  a  copy  of  transcripts 
(unofficial  is  acceptable),  to:  Molly  B.  Ambrose,  Director  of  Human 
Resources  and  Labor  Relations,  Bunker  Hill  Community  College, 
250  New  Rutherford  Avenue,  Boston,  MA  02129-2925  or  visit  our 
website  at  www.bhcc.mass.edu 


Bunker  Hill  Community  College  is  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Employer.  Women,  people  of  color,  individuals  with  disabilities  and  others  are 
strongly  encouraged  to  apply. 


Working  Together  for 

%J)  a  Healthier  Community 

The  Step  One  Early  Intervention  Program  provides  educational 
and  therapeutic  services  to  children  from  birth  to  three 
years,  and  provides  support  and  education  to  their  families. 

Teacher  Assistant 

Full-Time,  Quincy 
Bilingual  English/Cantonese 

Great  opportunity  to  assist  in  a  parent-baby  group  or  developmental  toddler 
group  for  special  needs  children.  Successful  candidate  must  be  a  minimum 
of  18  years  old  and  have  a  High  School  diploma  or  equivalent.  In  addition, 
requires  the  ability  to  relate  to  families  and  their  toddlers  and  have  a  basic 
knowledge  of  child  development.  Bilingual  in  Cantonese/English  preferred. 

We  offer  outstanding  benefits  and  compensation  as  well  as  a  teamwork 
environment  that  fosters  creativity  and  professional  growth. 

For  more  information,  call: 

Recruitment 
South  Shore  Mental  Health 
Phone:(617)847-1950 
or  (800)  852-2844 
TTY:  (61 7)  847-1 922 
Fax:(617)328-5021 
EOE.M/F/D/V 


KU1INN  iMillliM 

[mental’health 

WWW.SSMH.ORG 


Engineering  Academic  Specialist 


Teach  freshman  engineering  courses  focused  on  engineering  design 
and  problem  solving.  Advise,  mentor  and  coordinate  special 
student  projects,  such  as  FIRST  robotics  competition  and  Mini-Baja 
all-terrain  vehicle.  Minimum  requirements  include  MS  in 
engineering  field,  demonstrated  competence  in  Autocad,  C++ 
language,  Excel  and  MATLAB,  ability  to  work  well  with  high  school 
and  college  students.  Experience  in  managing  and  supervising 
engineering  laboratories  (including  machine  shops)  and  student 
projects  is  desirable.  Industry  experience  a  plus.  Flexible  work 
schedule  needed. 

Send  resume  to  Richard  J.  Scranton,  Associate  Dean,  220  Snell 
Engineering  Center,  Northeastern  University,  Boston,  MA  02115. 

Northeastern  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/ 

Affirmative  Action/Title  IX  educational  institution  and  employer. 


Northeastern 

university 


WE  NEEDVolunteers  who  can  be  Reporters  Copy  Editors  Proof-readers 
Call  the  Sampan  (617)  426-9492,  Ext.  207 


www.bhcc.mass.edu 


Adjunct  Faculty 
Opportunities  at  BHCC 

Spring/Summer/Fall  2004; 
Day/Evening/Weekend 


fo**u****c 


/ 


yean 

s  talent  taettss 


The  College:  Bunker  Hill  Community  College  (BHCC)  is  a  multi-campus  urban 
community  college.  Its  main  campus  is  located  in  Boston’s  Charlestown 
neighborhood  with  a  second  campus  in  Chelsea.  Five  satellite  campus 
locations  in  Cambridge,  Chinatown,  Revere,  Somerville,  and  Villa  Victoria  offer 
additional  access  to  residents  of  these  communities. 

BHCC  is  one  of  the  most  diverse  and  cosmopolitan  colleges  in  New  England 
with  59  percent  students  of  color,  and  an  international  population  representing 
92  countries.  BHCC  offers  extensive  curricula  encompassing  67  degree  and 
certificate  programs  and  workforce  development  education.  This  semester  over 
7200  credit  students  are  enrolled  in  day,  evening,  weekend,  and  distance 
learning  courses. 

Arts  &  Sciences/Professional  Studies  Divisions 

Anatomy  &  Physiology,  Anthropology,  Biology,  Chemistry,  English, 

History,  Mathematics,  Media  Technology,  Microbiology,  Physics, 
Psychology,  Sociology  and  World  Civilization 

Qualifications  for  all  above  subjects:  Master’s  degree  in  subject  area  with 
some  teaching  experience  required. 

Nurse  Education  &  Health  Professions  Division 

Medical  Coding  -  Bachelor's  degree  required.  Must  be  a  Certified  Coding 
Instructor.  Prior  teaching  experience  required. 

Radiologic  Technology  -  Bachelor’s  degree  preferred;  A.S.  degree  and 
2  years  of  clinical  experience  required.  Current  A.R.R.T.  registry  in  general 
radiography  and  current  MA  license  required.  Prior  teaching  experience  required. 

Salary:  Beginning  at  $751 .00  per  credit  hour 

To  apply  in  confidence,  candidates  should  send  a  resume  and  a  letter  addressing 
the  requirements  of  the  position,  and  a  copy  of  transcripts  (unofficial  is 
acceptable),  to:  Molly  B.  Ambrose,  Director  of  Human  Resources  and  Labor 
Relations,  Bunker  Hill  Community  College,  250  New  Rutherford  Avenue, 
Boston,  MA  02129-2925  or  visit  our  website  at  www.bhcc.mass.edu 
Bunker  Hill  Community  College  is  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Employer.  Women,  people  of  color,  individuals  with  disabilities  and  others  are 
strongly  encouraged  to  apply. 


EDUCATION 


Make  the  Choice  of  a  Lifetime 

■ 

Choose  an  Independent  School 

Elementary  and  Middle  School 
Admissions  Fair 

Thursday,  December  4th  -  6:30-8:00  pm 


‘‘T-  NT 

552  Main  Street,  Watertown  MA 


Hosted  at  the  Atrium  School 


(2.1  miles  west  of  the  Arsenal  Mail) 

For  directions  and  information  (617)  923-4156 

Finding  the  right  environment  for  your  child’s  education  makes  a  world 
of  difference.  At  an  independent  school,  you’ll  find  an  environment  that 
nurtures  intellectual  curiosity,  stimulates  personal  growth,  and 
encourages  critical  thinking  skills.  Come  meet  representatives  from  over 
25  nursery  through  8th  grade  independent  (private)  schools  serving  the 
Greater  Boston  community 


Advent 
Atrium  School 
Bartlett  School 
BB&N 

Beaver  Country  Day 
Belmont  Day  School 
Brimmer  and  May 
Cambridge 
Montessori 
Cambridge  Friends 
Charles  River  School 


Chestnut  Hill  School 
Eliot  Montessori 
School 
Fayerweather 
The  Fenn  School 
The  Fessenden 
School 
JCDS 

•  Kingsley  Montessori 
Lesley  Ellis  School 
Lex.  Christian  Acad. 


Lexington  Montessori 
Montessori  Educare 
Meadowbrook  School 
Rashi  School 
Shady  Hill  School 
Solomon  Schechter 
Tenacre 

The  Waldorf  School 
Willauer  School 
Winsor  School 


HEALTH 
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Adolescent  Obesity  Is  An  Increasing  Problem  in  the  Asian  Community 


By  Najlla  Nassery 

Is  the  Asian  community 
immune  to  obesity?  Barry 
M.  Popkin  from  the 
University  of  North 
Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  says 
no.  Popkin  and  colleagues 
conducted  a  study  in  1996 
to  examine  the  obesity  pat¬ 
terns  of  ethnic  subpopula¬ 
tions  in  the  U.S. 

The  results  show  that 
20.6%  of  Asian- American 
adolescents  are  obese.  The 


US  prevalence  of  adolescent 
obesity  is  26.5%. 

Stratifying  the  Asian- 
American  community, 
Popkin  found  that  "Other" 
Asians  (a  combination  of 
Korean,  Japanese,  Southeast 
Asian,  and  South  Asian- 
American  youth)  have  a 
higher  prevalence  of  obesity 
than  Filipino- Americans  or 
Chinese- Americans . 
Additionally,  results  indi¬ 
cate  that  males  and 
American-born  Asians  are 


more  likely  to  be  obese. 

American-born  adoles¬ 
cents  are  more  than  twice  as 
likely  to  be  obese  than  their 
first-generation  counter¬ 
parts.  This  is,  in  large  part, 
influenced  by  acculturation. 
American-born  adolescents 
are  less  likely  to  follow  the 
traditional  Asian  diet  and 
also  have  more  sedentary  or 
inactive  lifestyles. 

Why  is  childhood  obesi¬ 
ty  important?  As  stated  by 
the  National  Institutes  of 


Health,  childhood  obesity 
has  important  health  conse¬ 
quences  for  children  and  is 
also  a  major  antecedent  of 
adult  obesity. 

Adverse  health  effects 
associated  with  childhood 
obesity  include:  asthma, 
diabetes  (type  II),  hyperten¬ 
sion,  orthopedic  complica¬ 
tion,  psycho-social  effects 
and  stigma,  and  sleep 
apnea,  the  absence  of 
breathing  during  sleep. 

Additionally,  childhood 


obesity,  and  in  particular 
adolescent  obesity,  lead  to 
various  health  risks,  such  as 
heart  disease,  related  to 
increased  morbidity  and 
mortality  in  later  life. 

What  can  be  done  to 
prevent  childhood  obesity? 
To  prevent  obesity,  children 
need  to  eat  a  balanced  diet 
that  includes  more  fruits 
and  vegetables  and  less 
snack  and  junk  foods.  They 
need  to  spend  less  time 
watching  TV  and  playing 


video  games  and  more  time 
riding  bikes  or  playing 
sports. 

Najlla  Nassery  is  a  first  year 
Medical  student  at  Tufts-New 
England  Medical  Center 

AACA's  Health  Education 
Project,  which  includes  this 
column,  is  funded  by  the 
Asian  Health  Initiative  of 
New  England  Medical 
Center 


Help  Wanted 


HH  Northeastern 

^HjJ|\  UNIVERSITY 

LAW  LIBRARY 

Northeastern  University  School  of  Law 

Associate  Director 

Assists  the  Assistant  Dean  and  Director  of  Information  and  Research  Services  in  all  operations  and  services, 
personnel  management,  budgetary  oversight  and  legal  research  teaching.  Assumes  responsibility  for  the  library 
in  the  absence  of  the  director.  Primarily  responsible  for  the  daily  operations  of  the  law  library.  Responsible 
for  oversight  of  all  activities  of  Reader  Services  and  technical  services  departments.  Provides  reference 
services  and  legal  research  instruction,  including  serving  as  a  member  of  the  advanced  legal  research  teaching 
team.  Serves  on  library’s  collection  development  committee.  Minimum  qualifications:  Law  Degree  from  an 
ABA-accredited  law  school  (JD  or  LLB)  and  an  MLS  or  MLIS  from  an  approved  graduate  level  library  program; 
eight  to  ten  years  of  experience  in  a  dynamic  high  demand  law  library;  excellent  interpersonal  skills  and  an 
ability  to  relate  to  diverse  groups  of  constituencies  and  users.  Must  have  excellent  organizational,  planning, 
management  and- teaching  skills. 

Head  Librarian,  Reader  Services 

Responsible  for  the  operations  of  the  Reference  and  Reserve/Circulation  divisions  of  the  Reader  Services 
department.  Plans  and  implements  department  goals  with  other  members  of  the  library  administration. 
Provides  legal  research  training  in  support  of  Legal  Practice  and  the  general  curriculum.  Provides  high  level 
reference  service  to  law  library  users  and  trains  members  of  department  to  do  the  same.  Requirements  include 
Law  Degree  from  an  ABA-accredited  law  school  and  an  MLS  or  MLIS  from  an  approved  graduate  level  library 
program.  Excellent  knowledge  of  legal  research  tools  and  methodology.  Six  to  ten  years  of  library  experience, 
preferably  law  library  experience.  Must  have  good  social  skills,  and  be  able  to  work  with  a  diverse  population. 
Must  possess  an  excellent  public  services  orientation  and  have  strong  public  relations  skills.  Must  have  excellent 
supervisory,  organizational  and  teaching  skills;  must  be  prepared  to  fill  in  for  other  staff  on  short  notice.  Some 
evening  and  weekend  work  may  be  required. 

Send  resume  to  Sarah  Hooke  Lee,  302E  Knowles  Center,  Northeastern  University,  400  Huntington  Avenue, 
Boston,  MA  02115 

Northeastern  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action,  Title  IX  University. 

For  more  information  about  Northeastern  University,  please  visit: 

www.NEU.EDU 


ACADEMIC  DEAN 

Brooks  School,  a  co-educational,  college  preparatory,  grades  9-12, 
boarding  school,  seeks  an  Academic  Dean.  The  Dean  leads  the  school's 
pursuit  of  academic  excellence.  The  person  has  the  primary 
responsibility  of  maintaining  accurate  records  and  for  insuring  that 
each  student  enrolls  in  and  attends  an  appropriate  and  challenging 
program  of  study.  The  Dean  is  responsible  for  the  daily  academic 
schedule  and  the  development  of  the  school's  academic  programs,  in 
addition  to  teaching  the  equivalent  of  two  sections.  Candidates  must 
possess  at  least  a  master's  degree  and  have  established  themselves  as 
'master  teachers'  and  educational  leaders  at  their  current  institutions. 
They  will  need  the  necessary  skills  to  handle  a  major  administrative 
position  and  the  technological  skills  to  work  with  MMS  for  Schools  and 
FileMaker  Pro.  Interpersonal  skills  are  also  essential  in  a  position  that 
requires  the  Dean  to  work  effectively  with  students,  teachers,  fellow 
administrators  and  parents.  Brooks  School  is  an  equal  opportunity 
employer.  Please  direct  all  inquiries  to  John  R.  Packard,  Dean  of  the 
Faculty,  Brooks  School,  1160  Great  Pond  Road,  North  Andover,  MA 
01845  or  jpackard@brooksschool.org.  A  full  job  description  can  be  found 
on  the  school's  website  http://www.brooksschool.org 

ATHLETIC  DIRECTOR 

Brooks  School,  a  co-educational,  college  preparatory,  grades  9-12, 
boarding  school,  seeks  a  Director  of  Athletics.  The  Athletic  Director  is 
responsible  for  establishing,  maintaining,  improving  an  athletic 
program  that  provides  suitable,  well-led  programs  that  may  provide  a 
basis  for  life-long  physical  activity.  Director  works  with  the  Dean  of  the 
Faculty  to  identify  coaching  needs,  to  recruit  appropriate  candidates 
and  to  assign  coaches  for  each  season.  The  Athletic  Director  will  teach 
two  sections  in  an  academic  department  as  agreed  upon  with  the 
Headmaster  each  year  in  addition  to  coaching  at  least  one  season. 
Candidates  must  have  broad-ranging  experience  as  a  coach  and  as  a 
teacher.  In  addition,  they  must  have  proven  administrative  and 
technological  skills.  They  must  in  addition  come  to  the  position  as 
'master  coaches'  with  the  background,  experience  and  strength  of 
personality  to  inspire  both  coaches  and  athletes.  Please  direct  all 
inquiries  to  John  R.  Packard,  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  Brooks  School,  1160 
Great  Pond  Road,  North  Andover,  MA  01845  or 
jpackard@brooksschool.org.  A  full  job  description  can  be  found  on  the 
school's  website  http://www.brooksschool.org 


CONCIERGE  (P/T): 
Multi-Lingual 
(Chinese/English) 

Hospitality  Experience 
Required.  Prominent 
Residences  in  South 
End  and  Chinatown. 
$ll-$13/hr  +  Benefits. 
1st  &  2nd  Shift.  Mostly 
Nights  &  Weekends. 
NOT  A  SECURITY 
GUARD  POSITION. 
Fax  resume  to 
617-423-9965 


DAVID  CHANG 
FROM  PAGE  4 

who  have  two  grown 
daughters,  have  lived  in 
Acton  since  moving  there. 

Upon  his  recent  retire¬ 
ment  from  Atmospheric  & 
Environmental  Research, 
Inc.,  Chang  has  started 
giving  back  to  the  commu¬ 
nity. 

He  came  into  contact 
with  the  Asian  American 
Civic  Association  a  few 
years  ago  when  he  met  the 
non-profit's  president, 
Mary  Chin. 

"Mary  talked  to  me 
about  the  AACA  and  I  felt 


an  obligation  to  do  some¬ 
thing,"  he  said.  "Until  I 
found  out  about  AACA,  I 
[only]  came  to  Chinatown 
to  go  to  the  restaurants." 

Chang  was  recently 
awarded  for  his  volunteer 
work  with  the  AACA 
when  Action  for  Boston 
Community  Development 
held  its  annual 
Community  Awards 
Dinner  on  October  24. 

"I'm  trying  to  give 
back.  I'll  do  what  I  think  I 
can  which  is  to  introduce 
the  AACA  to  beyond  the 
Chinatown  community," 
said  Chang. 


WWW.SAMPAN.ORG 


f  PROGRAM  COORDINATOR 

f  FOR  SPECIAL  PROGRAMS  ALUMNAE  OFFICE 

Provide  administrative  and  logistical  support  necessary  for  the  smooth  functioning  of  Alumnae 
Association  programs  and  services.  Sen/e  as  resource  for  information,  assistance  and  support  materials. 
Facilitate  the  day-to-day  operations  of  the  Alumnae  Office  and  work  with  alumnae  volunteers  and  the 
Director  of  Special  Programs  to  help  plan  and  execute  programming  that  supports  the  mission  of  the 
Association. 

Requirements:  B.A.  preferred,  or  equivalent  1-3  years’  office  experience.  Strong  computer  skills 
required.  Excellent  written  and  verbal  communication  skills.  Tact,  diplomacy,  enthusiasm  and 
patience  required. 

If  interested,  please  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Human  Resources  Office,  Code:  SP1121 
Wellesley  College,  106  Central  Street,  Wellesley,  MA  02481;  or  by  email:  working@wellesley.edu. 

Applications  will  be  accepted  until  the  position  is  filled. 

Wellesley  College  is  an  AA/EEO  employer  and  encourages  applications  from  women,  minorities, 
veterans  and  candidates  with  disabilities. 

Visit  our  web  site  at  www.wellesley.edu/HR/ 


Asset  Management  Assistant 

Innovative,  private  not-for-profit  that  invests  in  affordable  housing  is 
looking  to  fill  the  position  of  Asset  Management  Assistant.  This  is  a 
career  opportunity  to  provide  administrative  and  technical  support  to  a 
growing  team  and  work  with  the  latest  computer  technology. 
Responsibilities  include  document  management  along  with  all  aspects 
of  administrative  support.  Candidates  must  be  energetic,  flexible  team 
player  able  to  manage  multiple  projects  and  realistic  deadlines.  Strong 
interpersonal,  organizational,  and  communication  skills  required.  The 
Massachusetts  Housing  Investment  Corporation  (MHIC)  offers  a 
competitive  compensation  and  benefits  package  and  is  an  equal 
opportunity/affirmative  action  employer. 

Please  send  resumes  to: 

Massachusetts  Housing  Investment  Corporation 
Attn:  Director  of  Administration 
70  Federal  Street 
Boston,  MA  02110 
email:  admin@mhic.com 
No  telephone  calls  please. 


Not  quite  "urban."  Aerial  photo  of  the  Southwest  Foundation  for  Biomedical 
Research.  The  foundation  houses  a  BSL  Level  4  Lab  on  the  outskirts  of  San  Antonio. 


BRA  Failed 
to  Publicize 
BioSquare 
Meeting 

From  Page  4 

though  the  lab  would  be 
built  in  her  district.  And 
the  activist  group 
Alternatives  for 
Community  and 
Environment,  who  is 
threatening  to  sue  if  the 
BSL  4  lab  is  built,  also  was 
not  informed  of  the  meet¬ 
ing. 

City  Councilor  Felix 
Arroyo,  who  said  he  was 
informed  of  the  meeting 
by  the  BRA,  said  the  BRA 
should  have  better  publi¬ 
cized  the  meeting  because 
it  is  a  "citywide  issue." 


OPINION 


Some  Chinatown 
activists,  such  as  Serene 
Wong,  Carlo  Ng,  and 
Lydia  Lowe,  agreed. 

So  far,  Chinatown, 
which  sits  next  to  the 
South  End,  has  received 
virtually  no  information 
about  the  Level  4  lab  from 
City  Hall. 

Another  mistake  the 
BRA  made— apparently  by 
accident— was  listing  an 
incorrect  phone  number 
on  the  ad  for  information. 
The  listed  number  went  to 
the  correct  city  depart¬ 
ment,  but  not  to  the  indi¬ 
vidual  listed  on  the  ad.  It  - 
wasn't  impossible  to  find 
the  correct  individual,  but 
the  mistake  made  the 
process  more  difficult. 

The  final  challenge  was 
to  find  the  actual  meeting 
site.  No  signs  directed 
people  to  the  meeting 
place,  which  was  located 
in  a  room  of  a  second  floor 
cafeteria,  inside  the  over¬ 
whelming  Boston 
University  Medical 
Center. 

The  BRA  slipped  up 
again  by  not  having  a  sci¬ 
entist  familiar  with  Level  4 
research  on  hand  at  the 
meeting  who  could  take 
questions  about  the  Level 
4  laboratory,  which  is  a 
Boston  University  Medical 
Center  project.  The  labora¬ 
tory  was  the  major  con¬ 
cern  at  the  meeting.  Some 
people  did  have  urban 
design  questions— which 
way  would  traffic  flow, 
and  which  way  would 
shadows  fall— but  for 
many  of  those  living  only 
blocks  away  from  the  pro¬ 
posed  lab,  safety  was  their 
biggest  concern.  The  BRA 
should  have  anticipated 
this. 

For  those  who  couldn't 
make  it  to  the  meeting  on 
Nov.  13,  the  city  will  hold 
another  meeting  on  Dec. 
10,  6:30  p.m.,  at  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  to  discuss 
biotechnology  in  the  city 
of  Boston.  Let's  hope  this 
meeting  is  properly  adver¬ 
tised. 


BIO-LAB 
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tected.  Because  of  the 
mechanical  failure.  Dr. 
Levitt  and  another 
researcher  were  exposed  to 
dangerous  levels  of  radio¬ 
logical  material  that  they 
unknowingly  inhaled.  This 
was  not  discovered  until 
weeks  later  when  routine 
medical  tests  revealed  the 
exposure,  said  Dr.  Levitt. 
Had  this  been  a  biological 
pathogen,  an  infected 
researcher  may  have 
unknowingly  spread  a  con¬ 
tagious  disease,  said  the 
doctor. 

"It’s  only  by  luck,"  he 
said,  that  pathogens  haven't 
escaped  into  any  of  the 
communities  surrounding 
any  of  the  Level  4  labs. 

"There  is  absolutely  no 
way  that  anyone  can  guar¬ 
antee  absolute  security," 
said  Dr.  Sujatha  Byravan,  a 
molecular  biologist  by 
training.  "Since  you  cannot 
guarantee  this,  you  should 
not  put  it  in  a  location 
where  you  would  put  a 
large  number  of  people  at 
risk." 

"What  they  say  is  there 
has  been  no  breach  of  con¬ 
tainment  [but]  there  have 
been  infections  of  workers, 
there  have  been  missing 
vials  [containing 
pathogens],"  said  Dr. 
Byravan,  executive  director 
of  the  Council  for 
Responsible  Genetics, 
which  opposes  the  labora¬ 
tory. 

Increasing  the  number 
of  BSL  4  facilities,  she  said, 
inherently  increases  the  risk 
of  an  accident. 

"We're  talking  about 
organisms  that  they  do  not 
have  a  cure  for.  None  of 
them,"  said  Dr.  Levitt. 

Transporting  the 
pathogens— often  by 
Federal  Express  and  UPS— 
from  one  lab  to  another  can 
also  prove  risky.  Dr. 

Byravan  said.  Earlier  this 
year,  a  package  containing 
the  West  Nile  virus  that 
was  shipped  via  Federal 
Express  exploded  at  Port 
Columbus  International 
Airport  in  Ohio.  The  explo¬ 
sion  led  to  the  evacuation 
of  50  workers,  according  to 
a  story  in  the  Cincinnati 
Enquirer. 

Dr.  Nass,  the  bioterror¬ 
ism  expert,  also  noted  that 
how  secure  a  laboratory  is 
depends  on  the  researchers 
working  in  the  lab.  "You 
can  go  to  a  lab  and  put 
something  in  your  pocket 
and  walk  out  with  it,"  she 
said,  pointing  out  that  "less 
than  a  gram  of  bacteria"  can 
pose  health  risks. 

Dr.  Nass  suggests  that 
because  of  potential  risks, 
BSL  4  laboratories  would 
be  better  off  built  in  the 
"Arizona  desert." 

But  BUMC  Says  there's 
Support  for  the  Lab... 

BUMC  maintains  that 
residents  want  the  lab.  "We 
have  a  great  deal  of  sup¬ 
port  for  this  project  from 
residents,  businesses,  com¬ 
munity  groups,  and  elected 
officials,  who  all  under¬ 
stand  why  this  is  an  impor¬ 


tant  project,"  said  Ellen 
Berlin,  a  spokeswoman  for 
the  BUMC  laboratory. 
BUMC  also  said  that  princi¬ 
pal  investigators  at 
Harvard  University  and  the 
University  of 

Massachusetts  support  the 
BSL  4  laboratory. 

Additionally,  the  mayor, 
the  governor  and  some  city 
councilors  have  praised 
plans  to  house  the  Level  4 
laboratory  in  Boston. 
Supporters  of  the  lab  point 
to  the  $120-million  grant 
from  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment,  as  well  as  new  con¬ 
struction  jobs,  research  jobs 
and  other  jobs  that  would 
come  with  the  construction 
of  the  laboratory. 

"This  project  is  about 
jobs  and  economic  develop¬ 
ment,"  said  Massachusetts 
Governor  Mitt  Romney  in  a 
press  statement  in  response 
to  the  announcement  that 
BUMC  won  the  grant  to 
build  the  lab.  "The  con¬ 
struction  of  this  new  center 
will  solidify  Massachusetts' 
position  as  the  national 
leader  for  cutting-edge 
biotech  research." 

The  director  of  the  city's 
development  agency,  Mark 
Maloney,  said  the  city 
could  lose  its  "competitive 
edge"  as  a  center  for  science 
research  if  the  lab  were  not 
built.  Mayor  Thomas  M. 
Menino  said  the  laboratory 
would  be  "a  real  catalyst  for 
more  jobs." 

Congressman  Michael 
Capuano  also  spoke  posi¬ 
tively  about  the  laboratory, 
though  he  was  a  bit  more 
cautious.  "The  lab  will 
bring  jobs,  federal  dollars 
and  private  investment  to 
the  region,"  said  Capuano 
in  a  press  statement. 

"However,"  he  added,  "I 
have  some  concerns  about 
the  impact  of  construction 
on  the  quality  of  life  in  the 
neighborhood.  I  plan  on 
keeping  a  close  watch  on 
this  aspect  of  the  project, 
and  to  make  sure  that 
issues  related  to  security 
are  foremost  in  planning 
and  daily  operations.  I 
understand  there  are  legiti¬ 
mate  neighborhood  con¬ 
cerns  surrounding  the  pro¬ 
ject  and  expect  BUMC  to 
work  diligently  to  address 
those  concerns." 

But  How  Real  Is  the 

Community  Support? 

Despite  BUMC’s  asser¬ 
tion  that  the  lab  "has  a 
great  deal  of  support," 
some  in  the  community  are 
unhappy  about  the  labora¬ 
tory. 

At  a  meeting  last  week 
to  discuss  the  urban  design 
of  BioSquare,  the  15-acre 
research  center  that  will 
house  the  BSL  4  lab,  many 
attendees  objected  to  the 
BSL  4  laboratory.  And 
many  who  didn't  outright 
object  appeared  concerned 
about  having  deadly  and 
incurable  pathogens  stud¬ 
ied  near  their  homes. 

"I  do  not  understand 
why  this  particular  lab  is 
going  into  this  area.  Other 
things  in  that  area  are 
going  to  prosper  with  or 
without  that  lab  in  that 


Photo  from  SFBR's  Web  site 
urban  setting,"  said  one 
woman  at  the  meeting. 

"I'm  no  expert,  but  it 
strikes  me  as  an  odd  place 
to  build  such  a  lab,"  said  a 
man  at  the  meeting  who 
objected  to  the  BSL  4  labo¬ 
ratory. 

Recently,  Alternatives 
for  Community  and 
Environment,  a  Roxbury- 
based  legal  support  organi¬ 
zation,  filed  a  notice  that  it 
would  sue  if  the  project 
moves  forward,  and  on 
May  20,  a  group  of  Boston 
city  councilors  filed  for  an 
ordinance  that  would  pro¬ 
hibit  Level  4  research  in 
Boston.  Various  Boston  res¬ 
idents  have  also  protested 
against  the  lab. 

South  End  resident 
Helaine  Simmonds,  who 
lives  a  few  blocks  from  the 
proposed  Level  4  lab,  says 
the  laboratory  makes  her 
uncomfortable,  though  she 
has  not  yet  taken  a  position 
on  the  lab. 

"My  biggest  concern  is 


that  it's  [supposed  to  be 
built]  in  a  densely  populat¬ 
ed  urban  area,"  said 
Simmonds,  who  has  attend¬ 
ed  neighborhood  meetings 
about  the  BUMC  project. 

"I  asked  them  [BUMC], 
why  don't  you  put  it  on  an 
island  in  Boston  Harbor?" 
she  said  over  a  phone  inter¬ 
view. 

Would  the  BUMC  Lab  Set 
A  Precedent? 

Whether  or  not  the 
South  End  laboratory 
would  be  the  first  Level  4 


lab  to  be  built  in  a  densely 
populated,  urban  area 
depends  on  who  is  asked. 

"A  [Level  4]  laboratory 
has  never  been  situated  in 
such  a  densely  populated 
urban  neighborhood  as  the 
South  End  [and]  Roxbury," 
states  Alternatives  for 
Community  and 
Environment,  the  commu¬ 
nity  group  opposing  the 
laboratory. 

Some  Boston  city  offi¬ 
cials,  however,  disagree. 

"Not  true,"  said 

CONTINUED  PAGE  8 
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EQUAL  HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY 


Friendly  garden  co-op, 
235  Revere  Street, 
Revere,  MA  02151, 
has  closed  their 
waiting  list  as  of 
October  27th,  2003. 


Subscribe  SAUfPAIK 

First  published  by  the  Asian  American  Civic  Assiciation  over  thirty  years  ago,  the  Sampan 
Newspaper  is  the  oldest  new^>aper  of  its  kind  to  remain  in  circulation  in  the  United  Statea 
Subscription sfrom  readers  and  friends  like  you  have  enabledus  not  only  to  continue  to  serve  and 
inform  our  readers  with  news  pertinent  to  their  cultures  and  w^  of  life,  but  have  also  enabled  ua 
to  improve  the  quality  and  expand  the  distribution  of  our  paper,  opening  the  doors  to  further 
advancement  and  innovation. 

As  a  non- profit  community  newspaper,  we  need  your  support.  Your  subscription  will  ple%e  your 
continued  interest  in  our  paper,  and  with  your  help,  we  can  continue  to  publish  and  distribute  the 
Sampan  to  its  readerdiip  far  into  the  future.  If  you  are  interested  in  new  developments  in  the 
Asian  American  community  in  Greater  Boston,  then  SAMPAN  ia  esantial  to  your  reading  lia. 

A  site  year*  s  ribs  c*t*ipfrian  esste: 

$30  (2nd  class  msip 
$60  (1st  class  mall) 

Please  niake  cheek  payable  ©a:  -AACA/SATOP-AM  a ncf  renii®  fso: 

SAMPAN  Subscriptions 
£00  Tremoiit  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


SAlttFAJt  SlIBSeiBIFBIOH  FOffiJlf 

Yed  I  would  like  to  subscribe  to  SAMPAN! 

I  have  encload  the  following  tax-  deductible  contribution: 


[  ]  $60.00  (Fir  a  class  mail) 

Name  : _ 


[  ]  $30.00  (  Second  class  mail ) 

Tel: _ 


Address  : 


Number 


Street 


City  State  Zip  Code 

GHAHF?  *2 011  FOF3  SCUfS  SUPPOfSGl 


POLICE  REPORTS  C  NEWS 


Sampan  Nov.  21,  2003  P.  8 


»  POLICE  REPORT  & 

Provided  by  Officer  David 
Saddl er 

October  17 
Robbery 

A  man  reported  an 
unarmed  robbery  on  Beach 
Street  at  11:20. 

BB  Gun  Bullets 
A  victim  at  260  Harrison 
Ave .  reported  property 
damage  by  BB  gun  pel¬ 
lets  . 

October  18 
Arson 

A  Hudson  Street  resident 
reported  arson  at  8  p.m. 

October  19 

Female  Strikes  With  Key 

A  victim  stated  that  a 
woman  struck  him  in  the 
face  with  a  key  at  90 
Tyler  St.  at  10  p.m. 

October  20 
Purse  Robbed 

A  woman  was  robbed  of 
her  purse  at  106 
Kingston  St.  at  10:20 
p.m. 

October  23 
Carjacking 

A  carjacking  was  report¬ 
ed  on  Essex  St.  at  11:40 
a  .m. 


October  26 
Assault  Arrest 

Police  arrested  a  sus¬ 
pect  for  assault  and 
battery  with  a  deadly 
weapon  on  Beach  Street 
at  1:20  a.m. 


The  Asian  Community  Development  Corporation 


held  its  annual  meeting  on  November  18.  In  photo  is 
director  Doug  Ling,  right,  and  board  member  Jeffrey 
Wong,  left.  Photo  by  Anita  Chang 

to  access  MassHealth 
since  August,  they  aren't 
able  to  access  the  primary 
care  needed  to  keep 
healthy,  said  Ali  Noorani, 
the  executive  director  of 
the  Massachusetts 
Immigrant  and  Refugee 
Advocacy  Coalition 
(MIRA). 

"We  can't  afford  not  to 
do  this,"  echoed  state 
Representative  Antonio 
Cabral  (D). 

Cabral  and  other  advo¬ 
cates  of  allowing  the 
immigrants  access  to 
MassHealth  reasoned  that 
if  the  10,000  people  were 
not  able  to  get  the  health¬ 
care,  they  would  be  put 
off  seeing  a  physician 
until  they  end  up  in  the 
emergency  room,  seeking 


MassHealth 
FROM  PAGE  1 

MassHealth  for  more  than 
10,000  "special  status" 
adult  legal  immigrants, 
according  to  the  immi¬ 
grant  advocacy  coalition 
MIRA.  At  the  time,  the 
state  was  facing  a  $3  bil¬ 
lion  budget  deficit  and 
lawmakers  made  several 
cuts,  including  cuts  that 
limited  access  to  state- 
funded  health  care. 

Those  same  immi¬ 
grants,  according  to 
MIRA,  "became  ineligible 
for  federal  Medicaid  due 
to  restrictions  enacted 
under  1994  federal  wel¬ 
fare  reform." 

Because  these  immi¬ 
grants  haven't  been  able 


FleetBoston  Foundation  Gives  to  Main  Streets 


Left  to  right:  Charlotte  Golar  Richie;  Winnie  Leung,  Chinatown 
Main  Streets;  Gail  Snowden,  President  of  FleetBoston  Financial 
Foundation;  Kim  Williams,  District  Manager  of  FleetBoston 
Financial/P/ioto  provided  by  Fleet 


On  Nov.  14,  the 
FleetBoston  Financial 
Foundation  awarded 
$39,000  in  grants  to  18 
Main  Streets  organiza¬ 
tions,  including 
Chinatown  Main  Streets. 

"Today  we  celebrate 
the  success  of  the  Boston 
Main  Streets  program, 
and  the  impact  these 
organizations  have  had  in 
helping  to  revitalize  the 
historic  commercial  neigh¬ 
borhoods  that  make 
Boston  a  diverse  and 
vibrant  city,"  said 
Charlotte  Golar  Richie, 
director  of  the 


Department  of 
Neighborhood 
Development,  in  a  press 


statement.  Chinatown 
Main  Streets  received 
$1,500. 


urgent  care. 

"We  pay  through  the 
nose  in  the 

Commonwealth  for  emer¬ 
gency  care,"  said  state 
Senator  Jarrett  Barrios  (D). 

MassHealth  pays  for 
healthcare  for  low-  and 
medium-income  people 
living  in  the  state. 

"They  changed  eligi¬ 
bility,  they  restricted  eligi¬ 
bility,"  of  MassHealth, 
said  Julie  Snyder  Hyams, 
a  policy  consultant  at 
Health  Care  For  All,  over 
a  phone  interview  after 
the  meeting.  Other  people 
who  had  also  been  receiv¬ 
ing  coverage  from 
MassHealth  were  also  cut 
out  in  August. 

"Unfortunately  the 
state  had  to  make  many 


egregious  healthcare  deci¬ 
sions  when  it  came  to  vul¬ 
nerable  populations...," 
said  Hyams. 

According  to  MIRA, 
after  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  had  cut  immigrants 
from  Medicaid,  many 
states,  including 
Massachusetts,  provided 
them  with  some  sort  of 
healthcare.  The  "special 
status"  immigrants  that 
MIRA  said  lost  access  to 
state-funded  health  care 
are  "lawful,  tax-paying 
Massachusetts  residents." 
They  include  "immigrants 
fleeing  from  persecution 
with  pending  applications 
for  asylum,  immigrants 
with  permission  to  live  in 
the  U.S.  because  condi¬ 
tions  in  their  home  coun¬ 


tries  are  unsafe,  as  well  as 
certain  legal  permanent 
immigrants  who  will  not 
be  eligible  for  federal  ben¬ 
efits  until  five  years  from 
receiving  permanent  [resi¬ 
dent]  status,"  says  MIRA. 

Speakers  at  the  press 
conference  also  included 
Dr.  Joe  Doolin  of  Catholic 
Charities  and  Rabbi 
Moshe  Waldoks  of  the 
Jewish  Community 
Relations  Council. 

UPDATE:  The  House 
and  the  Senate  adopted  an 
amendment  to  the  fiscal  year 
2004  supplemental  budget 
that  may  allow  partial 
restoration  of  MassHealth  to 
elderly  and  disabled  legal 
immigrants,  according  to 
MIRA. 


South  End  Bioterror  Lab 


October  29 
Burglary 

A  burglary  was  reported 
at  7  Hudson  St .  at  2 
a.m. 

November  2 
Warrant  Arrest 

Police  made  an  unarmed 
robbery  warrant  arrest 
at  830  Washington  St.  at 
1:40.  a.m. 

November  5 
Drug  Arrest 

Police  made  drug  arrest 
at  116  Harrison  Ave.  at 
1:35  a.m. 

November  6 
Person  Shot 

A  man  was  shot  on 
Washington  Street  at 
3:06a.m. 


Liang  Qu's  Column 
KNOWING  TOO  MUCH 
FROM  PAGE  2 

went  into  each  action  sequence. 

I  can  understand  why  cer¬ 
tain  ideas  and  storylines  work 
better  in  America  than  Asia, 
because  I  have  a  grasp  of  both 
cultures. 

"Knowing  too  much"  is  a 
fact  of  everyday  living  for 
Asian  Americans.  But  perhaps 
this  phenomenon  is  not  a  curse. 
It's  a  blessing.  You  can  shed 
light  on  certain  facets  of  cul¬ 
tures  that  are  mysterious  to  the 
general  public.  It's  all  part  of 
being  an  intercultural  bridge. 
Or  if  you  want,  think  of  it  as  a 
film  teacher  showing  the  stu¬ 
dents  just  what  makes  a  movie 
so  intriguing:  You  know  what's 
going  on,  and  you  can  enlight¬ 
en  others  with  that  knowledge 
and  how-to. 


FROM  PAGE  7 

Maloney,  director  of  the 
Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority,  in  response  to 
the  claim  that  the  South 
End's  proposed  lab  would 
be  the  first  Level  4  lab  in 
an  urban  area. 

•  Mayor  Menino  also 
said  that  the  idea  that  the 
South  End  Level  4  lab 
would  set  a  precedent  is 
untrue.  "[These]  people 
who  are  giving  you  misin¬ 
formation  are  misleading 
you,"  said  Menino. 

Both  Maloney  and 
Menino  are  quick  to  point 
out  that  the  Atlanta-based 
U.S.  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  (CDC)  in  Georgia 
houses  a  Level  4  laborato¬ 
ry.  (Neither  Maloney  nor 
Menino  mentioned  the 
Level  4  labs  in  Texas  and 
Fort  Detrick.  The  Texas 
laboratory  is  in  a  spread- 
out  business  district 
[photo  on  page  7]  and  the 
Fort  Detrick  lab  is  in  a 
self-contained  military 
base.) 

However,  when  the 
Sampan  called  various  city 
departments  in  Atlanta 
and  an  admissions  officer 
at  a  university  near  the 
CDC,  the  respondents 
described  the  CDC's  loca¬ 
tion  as  "suburban"  and 
"quiet."  It's  on  "the  edge  of 
the  city,"  said  an  employee 
of  the  Atlanta  Planning 
Department.  A  spokesper¬ 
son  for  the  CDC  called  the 
Centers'  location  "spread 
out." 

But  one  thing  is  clear: 


The  lab  would  set  a  prece¬ 
dent  in  that  it  would  make 
BSL  4  labs  acceptable  in 
Boston.  This  is  why  Boston 
City  Councilor  Felix 
Arroyo  and  other  coun¬ 
cilors  oppose  the  laborato¬ 
ry- 

Arroyo,  along  with 
councilors  Chuck  Turner 
and  Maura  Hennigan, 
supports  an  ordinance  that 

"I'm  not  sorry 
that  [Level  4 
labs]  are 
banned" 

Cambridge  City 
Councilor  Henrietta 
Davis 

would  ban  the  research  in 
Boston  as  well.  "The 
potential  risk  of  it  is 
not... an  issue  to  be  avoid¬ 
ed,"  said  Arroyo. 

Boston's  neighboring 
city,  Cambridge,  has  an 
ordinance  banning  recom¬ 
binant  DNA  research  in 
BSL  4  facilities,  which 
effectively  bans  BSL  4 
research. 

The  ordinance,  which 
was  passed  in  the  late 
1970s,  does  not  prohibit 
research  in  BioSafety  Level 
1,  2  or  3  laboratories, 
which  are  considered  less 
hazardous. 

"Because  our  compa¬ 
nies  and  universities  here 
don't  seem  to  need  that 
level  of  containment. 


there's  been  no  impetus  to 
change  the  ordinance"  to 
allow  for  BSL  4  research, 
said  Dr.  Melvin  H. 
Chalfen,  chair  of  the 
Cambridge  Bio-safety 
Committee.  Dr.  Chalfen 
would  not  comment 
directly  on  the  proposed 
BUMC  laboratory  or  about 
building  such  a  lab  in 
Boston. 

Dr.  Chalfen  did  say 
that  BSL  4  labs  have  a 
good  track  record  in  terms 
of  safety  and  that  it  would 
be  hard  to  speculate  on 
what  would  happen  if  the 
ban  were  to  be  challenged 
today,  except  that  he 
would  expect  there  would 
be  an  open  process.  But, 
he  said,  "I  don't  feel  that 
[Cambridge]  has  been  hurt 
by  not  having  a  BSL  4  lab 
here."  The  universities  and 
research  companies,  said 
Dr.  Chalfen,  "know  our 
ordinance,  and  they  know 
they  can  live  with  it." 

Cambridge  is  home  to 
such  top  universities  as 
MIT  and  Harvard. 

"I'm  not  sorry  that 
[Level  4  labs]  are  banned," 
said  Cambridge  City 
Councilor  Henrietta  Davis. 
Davis,  who  is  the  city's 
vice  mayor,  as  well  as 
chair  of  the  Health  and 
Environment  Committee 
there,  said  keeping  the 
risk  of  that  type  of 
research  away  from  a  pop¬ 
ulation  center  "seems 
more  sensible." 


GAY  MARRIAGE 
FROM  PAGE  1 
Youth  Essential  Services 
(YES).  "Let  people  live  their 
own  lives,"  she  said. 

"I  was  ecstatic  about  it," 
said  a  26-year-old  Taiwan 
native,  who  declined  to  give 
his  name. 

Jason  Chang,  originally 
from  Taiwan,  said,  "All  that 
happened  was  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  declared  dis¬ 
crimination  against  gay 
marriage  is  unconstitution¬ 
al.  That  doesn't  mean  that 
gays  have  the  right  to  marry 
just  yet.  But  I  think  that  gay 
marriage  is  OK." 

"I  think  it's  a  great 
thing,"  said  Sophia  Kim, 
who  works  for  an  Asian 
American  youth  organiza¬ 
tion.  "I  guess  I  just  feel  like... 
people  should  be  able  to 
marry  who  they  want.  It's 
their  private  lives..." 

Bill  Moy,  a  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Councilor, 
said  that  he  doesn't  agree 
with  gay  marriage,  because 
he  thinks  marriage  should 
be  only  between  men  and 
women.  However,  he  did 
say  that  he  doesn't  mind  if 
gay  couples  live  together, 
buy  homes  together  or 
adopt  children  together. 

"Heterosexual  marriage 
is  the  universally  accepted 
definition  of  marriage 
around  the  world  and 
throughout  history.  Across 
all  continents,  religions,  and 
societies  homosexual  mar¬ 
riages  have  not  been  accept¬ 
ed.  Only  until  very  recently 
has  any  society  accepted 
homosexual  behavior  as 
normal  and  homosexual 
marriage  as  equal  to  hetero¬ 
sexual  marriage,"  said 
Pastor  Steven  Chin  of  the 


Boston  Chinese  Evangelical 
Church. 

Pastor  Joseph  Lee,  of  the 
Union  Taiwanese 

Presbyterian  Church,  also 
disagrees  with  gay  mar¬ 
riage.  He  did,  however, 
stress  a  need  to  accept  gays 
and  lesbians  and  treat  them 
equally  with  others. 

"We're  really  viewing  it 
as  a  positive  thing,"  said 
Jacob  Smith  Yang,  director 
of  Massachusetts  Asian  and 
Pacific  Islanders  for  Health. 
"From  my  perspective, 
[because]  we  do  HIV  and 
AIDS  prevention  work... 
this  ruling  will  allow  gay 
people  to  live  their  lives 
more  openly..."  Yang  said  it 
would  allow  people  to  "be 
more  honest  about  their 
lives." 

"I  don't  think.. .it  com¬ 
promises  the  institution  of 
marriage,"  Yang  said, 
because  the  ruling  focuses 
on  civil  marriage  and  not 
cultural  or  religious  mar¬ 
riage. 

"I  think  it's  cool,  but  I'm 
iffy  on  the  'marriage'  thing. 
I'm  happy  with  the  rights 
issue,  but  I  think  attaching 
the  word  'marriage'  is 
what's  making  it  so  contro¬ 
versial,"  said  Christopher 
Larkin,  a  student  at 
Emerson  College. 

Emily  Damiano,  a  coor¬ 
dinator  at  the  Asian 
American  Civic 

Association,  said  "I'm  not 
for  or  against  [gay  mar¬ 
riage]."  But  the  mother  of 
two  young  children  said, 
she  doesn't  know  how  to 
talk  to  her  kids  about  gay 
marriage,  yet,  because  it’s 
not  a  "black  and  white" 
issue. 
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Wellfleet  Apartments 
Fred  Bell  Way,  Wellfleet,  MA 

Wellfleet  Apartments,  sponsored  by  the  Wellfleet  Housing  Authority  and  developed  and  operated  by 
the  Lower  Cape  Cod  Community  Development  Corporation  is  a  12-unit  community  consisting  of  one, 
two  and  three  bedroom  apartments  designed  for  family  households. 

Wellfleet  Apartments  are  currently  fully  occupied;  however,  a  waiting  list  has  been  established. 
Applications  are  accepted  on  a  first  come,  first  served  basis.  Wellfleet  Apartments  are  subsidized  by 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture’s  Rural  Housing  Service,  Barnstable  County  HOME  Funds  and 
MA  Department  of  Housing  and  Community  Development  HOME  funds.  Residents  pay  a  designated 
percentage  of  their  income  for  rent. 

The  first  priority  for  occupancy  is  provided  to  eligible  household  applicants  whose  family  income  is 
50%  or  less  of  the  established  median  family  income  for  the  area: 


Household  Size 

1  person 

2  persons 

3  persons 


Income  Limits 

$21,100 

$24,100 

$27,150 


Household  Size 

4  persons 

5  persons 

6  persons 


Income  Limits 

$30,150 

$32,550 

$34,950 


If  there  are  an  insufficient  number  of  eligible  household  applicants  whose  income  is  50%  or  less  than 
the  established  median  family  income  of  the  area,  second  priority  is  provided  to  eligible  household 
applicants  whose  family  income  does  not  exceed  80%  of  the  established  median  family  income  for 
the  area: 


Household  Size 

1  person 

2  persons 

3  persons 


Income  Limits 

$33,750 

$38,600 

$43,400 


Household  Size 

4  persons 

5  persons 

6  persons 


Income  Limits 

$48,250 

$52,100 

$55,950 


For  applications  and  information,  contact: 


Lower  Cape  Cod  Community  Development  Corporation 
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Specialized  in: 
Weddings 
Anniversaries 
Birthdays 
Family  Vacations 
Childhood  Memories 
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By  appointment  only 
Ph.  (508)  944-0564 
Email:  btdis@comcast.net 


The  Metropolitan 

One  Nassau  Street  Chinatown,  Boston 


Commercial  Space  Opportunity 


The  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council 
&  Edward  A.  Fish  Associates 

Invite  responses  to  a: 

REQUEST  FOR  QUALIFICATIONS  (RFQ) 

For  interested  buyers  of  the  available  first  floor 
commercial  space  in  the  Metropolitan. 


Submissions  Due: 

December  8th,  2003 


All  interested  parties  can  obtain  an  RFQ  packet  by 
contacting  Courtney  Sheehan  at  (617)  442-0211 

^^^^SEdward  A.  Fish  Associates 

^lf«MWNassau^-^-^^®mTO 
EtJit«±s^2oo3^i2^80 
(617)  442-021  life  Courtney  Sheehan  3®^fS 
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*  Verizon 

°  Verizon  Lifeline  Telephone  Assistance  2&  Link-Up  America  ° 

^^#^7961]  Verizon  Lifeline  Telephone  Assistance  HJs;  •  ^f^-ftIiff^fg|^Qfj'^;fgi{gi|Hff|^ff=d:/fd:p  »  gppN[fg- 

^«iSMj«ff-i!l  - 

Link-Up  America  If 

$30)  o 

Temporary  Assistance  for  Needy  Families^p^B^MStl^: 

Emergency  Aid  to  the  Elderly,  Disabled  and  Children 
Supplemental  Security  Income A'/A iff  117 ffi: 

MassHealth  (Medicaid) 

Food  Stamp  BenefitsJp^^ 

Fuel  Assistancef^f4Ml7 

fffiffi'  Verizon  Lifeline  Telephone  Assistance  §£  Link-Up  America  f  Hsd67  A  If  Am  jjtofiSfftSjtffi  (Department  of 

Transitional  Assistance)  '  (Division  of  Medical  Assistance)  WIM 7M (Massachusetts  Office  of  Fuel 

Assistance)  Wfc  -  $P ’  If 7fSi-MM£±AAHf  MAAA0#  ’  ITiATSISfR]  Verizon 

Ml -800-870-9999  » 


Make  progress  every  day 
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Dynamic  Capital  Mortgage 
62  Harvard  Street,  Brookline,  MA 

MA:  ML2201/MB2732 

NH:  9240-MBB 

Jimmy  Fang 

*  Aggressive  Pricing  * 

*  Unparalleled  Client  Service  * 

mmwm  mmsm  mwm&s&i 

100 

Tel:(6i7)739-4000  ext.  355 
Mobile:  (617)  792-5940 
jfang@dyncap.com 
www.dyncap.com 
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The  Chinatown 

Leather  District  Central  Artery  Advisory  Committee 
The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
The  Massachusetts  Turnpike  Authority 

Jointly  invite  you  to  a 


Public  Meeting 
on  Parcel  24 

(Chinatown/Leather  District) 


Monday,  November  24,  2003 
6:00  -  8:00  PM 

St.  James  Church,  125  Harrison  Avenue 


The  Chinatown/Leather  District  Central  Artery  Advisory  Committee  will 
be  advising  the  Massachusetts  Turnpike  Authority  and  the  City  of  Boston 
on  the  development  guidelines  for  the  Request  for  Proposals  for  the 
development  of  Parcel  24,  located  east  of  Hudson  Street  and  south  of 
Kneeland  Street  in  the  Chinatown/Leather  District  neighborhoods.  This 
meeting  will  continue  further  detailed  discussions  on  massing  scenarios. 

Cantonese  translation  will  be  provided. 

For  more  information,  contact  Stephanie  Fan,  Chinatown  Co-chair,  at 
617.357.7079  or  David  Seeley,  Leather  District  Co-chair,  at 
seeley @da  veseeley.com. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  BAY  TRANSPORTATION  AUTHORITY 
TRANSPORTATION  BUILDING 
10  PARK  PLAZA 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02116-3975 
NOTICE  TO  BIDDERS 

Sealed  bids  for  MBTA  Contract  No.  E02CN23,  SOUTH  STATION  FINISHES  RE-ADVERTISEMENT, 
BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  (CLASS  -  1,  General  Transit  Construction,  Project  Value  -  $9,795,908.00)  - 
will  be  received  by  the  Deputy  Director  of  Design  and  Construction,  Contracts,  at  the  Contract  Administration  Office, 

5th  Floor,  Room  5610,  Transportation  Building,  10  Park  Plaza,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  02116-3975,  until  two  o'clock  f 
(2:00  p.m.)  on  December  16,  2003.  Immediately  thereafter,  in  a  designated  room,  the  Bids  will  be  opened  and  read 
publicly.  I 

This  project  shall  consist  of  providing  finishes  to  the  MBTA  Silverline  and  Redline  station  areas  at  the  South  Station 
transit  facility  located  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Work  includes  the  installation  of  new  surface  finishes  at  walls, 
floors,  stairs  and  columns,  new  ceilings  and  light  fixtures,  and  the  relocation  of  certain  existing  elements  in  order  to  ; 
provide  for  the  new  work  as  well  as  selective  demolition  throughout  the  station  areas.  Additionally,  the  four  existing 
station  kiosks  at  Dewey  Square  shall  be  removed  and  replaced  along  with  two  new  elevator  head  houses.  The  project  s 
shall  also  provide  for  the  installation  of  bird  control  devices  and  glass  block  fenestration  at  the  MBTA  World  Trade 
Center  Station  located  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

This  Contract  is  subject  to  a  financial  assistance  Contract  between  the  MBTA  and  the  Federal  Transit  Administration  i 
cfU.S.  Department  of  Transportation.  FTA  Participation  80  percent. 

Each  prospective  bidder  proposing  to  bid  on  this  project  must  be  pre-qualified  in  accordance  with  the  Authority's 
"Procedures  Governing  Classification  and  Rating  of  Prospective  Bidders."  Copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Contract 
Administration  Office  at  the  above  address.  Requests  for  prequalification  for  this  Project  will  not  be  accepted  by  the 
Authority  after  the  tenth  (10th)  day  preceding  the  date  set  for  the  opening  of  bids. 

Each  prospective  bidder  must  also  comply  with  additional  prequalification  referred  to  in  Paragraph  1.12,  Competency 
of  Bidders,  in  the  Instructions  to  Bidders 

Pre-qualified  bidders  may  obtain  from  the  Contract  Administration  Office  a  "Request  for  Bid  Form"  which  must  be 
properly  filled  out  and  submitted  for  approval. 

Bidding  documents  may  be  obtained  from  the  Contract  Administration  Office  at  the  address  above  from  8:30  a.m.  to 
4:00  p.m.,  beginning  on  November  13,  2003  Monday  through  Friday,  at  a  charge  of  $200.00  per  copy.  The 
Authority's  STANDARD  SPECIFICATIONS,  BIDDING  AND  CONTRACT  REQUIREMENTS  AND  DIVISION  1 
-  GENERAL  REQUIREMENTS  dated  November  1983,  is  available  at  a  charge  of  $5.00  per  copy.  Authority's 
STANDARD  SPECIFICATION,  CONSTRUCTION,  dated  January  1980,  is  available  at  a  charge  of  $15.00  per  copy. 
Bidding  documents  will  be  sent  upon  request  and  receipt  of  an  additional  fee  of  $15.00,  payable  by  separate  check,  j 
The  MBTA  Controlled  Insurance  Program  (Wrap-up  Insurance)  Manual  is  available  in  one  (1)  separate  volume  at  a 
charge  of  $10.00  per  copy,  payable  by  separate  check.  Bidding  documents  will  be  sent  upon  request  and  receipt  of  an 
additional  fee  of  $30.00,  payable  by  separate  check.  Bidding  documents  will  be  forwarded  by  AirFreight,  where  such 
service  is  available,  at  the  expense  of  the  plan  holder.  NONE  OF  THESE  CHARGES  ARE  REFUNDABLE. 

Bidders  attention  is  directed  to  Appendix  1,  Notice  of  Requirement  for  Affirmative  Action  to  Insure  Equal 
Employment  Opportunity;  and  to  Appendix  2,  Supplemental  Equal  Employment  Opportunity,  Anti-Discrimination, 
and  Affirmative  Action  Program  in  the  specifications.  In  addition,  pursuant  to  the  requirements  of  Appendix  3, 
Disadvantaged  Business  Enterprise  (DBE)  Participation  Provision,  Bidders  must  submit  an  assurance  with  their  Bids 
that  they  will  make  sufficient  and  reasonable  efforts  to  meet  the  stated  DBE  goal  of  17  percent. 

Bidders  will  affirmatively  ensure  that  in  regard  to  any  contract  entered  into  pursuant  to  this  solicitation,  minority  and 
female  construction  contractors  will  be  afforded  full  opportunity  to  submit  Bids  and  will  not  be  discriminated  against  1 
on  the  grounds  of  race,  color,  religion,  sex,  age,  or  national  origin  in  consideration  for  an  award. 

Bidders  will  be  required  to  comply  with  Federal  Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Regulations  and  the  President's 
Executive  Order  No.  1 1246  and  any  amendments  or  supplements  thereto. 

Authorization  for  the  Bidders  to  view  the  site  of  the  work  on  the  MBTA's  property  shall  be  obtained  from  the  Project 
Manager,  Mr.  Scott  Kelley,  MBTA  Design  &  Construction,  500  Arborway,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130,  Tel.  No.  617- 
222-4558.  The  Authority  will  conduct  an  inspection  tour  of  the  site  on  November  24,  2003.  Bidders  are  requested  to 
be  present  in  front  of  South  Station  at  Atlantic  Avenue  and  Summer  Street,  Boston  Massachusetts,  at  10:00  a.m.  to 
participate  in  the  tour.  Bidders  are  advised  that  they  should  have  representation  at  this  tour  as  no  extra  visits  are 
planned. 

A  prebid  conference  will  be  held  on  November  25,  2003  at  10:00  a.m.  at  the  office  of  Mr.  Scott  Kelley,  MBTA 
Design  &  Construction,  500  Arborwav.  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130,  Tel.  No.  617-222-4558.  Any  request  for 
interpretation  of  the  Plans  and  Specifications  should  be  submitted  in  writing  at  the  same  time. 

Bidders  will  be  required  to  certify  as  part  of  their  bids  that  they  are  able  to  furnish  labor  that  can  work  in  harmony 
with  all  other  elements  of  labor  employed  or  to  be  employed  on  the  work. 

This  Contract  is  subject  to  Federal  wage  and  hourly  laws  and  minimum  State  wage  rates  as  well  as  all  other  applicable 
labor  laws. 

Bidders  are  advised  that  the  "Buy  America"  provisions  of  the  Surface  Transportation  Assistance  Act  of  1982  (Pub.  L- 
97-424)  as  amended,  apply  to  any  Contract,  procurement  or  agreement  which  results  from  this  solicitation. 

Bid  Guaranty  shall  consist  of  a  bid  deposit  in  the  amount  of  five  (5)  percent  of  the  value  of  the  bid,  in  the  form  of  a 
bid  bond,  cash,  certified  check,  treasurer's  or  cashier's  check. 

The  successful  Bidder  shall  be  required  to  furnish  a  Performance  Bond  and  a  Labor  and  Materials  Payment  Bond  each 
for  the  full  amount  of  the  Contract  price. 

The  Authority  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  or  all  Bids,  to  waive  informalities,  to  advertise  for  new  Bids  or  proceed 
to  do  the  work  otherwise,  as  may  be  deemed  to  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Authority. 

This  information  may  be  viewed  at  the  MBTA  website: 

http://wwvv.mbta.com/business  t/bidsolicit.asp/ 

MASSACHUSSETTS  BAY  TRANSPORTATION  AUTHORITY 

Date:  Nov.  10,  2003  By:  Daniel  A.  Grabauskas  Michael  M.  Mulhern 

Secretary  and  MBTA  Chairman  General  Manager  5 
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We’ve  Got  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Covered 


There  are  apartments  -  and  then  there  are  Corcoran 
Managed  apartments  -  well  managed,  stylish,  modem  and 
constantly  updated.  Take  your  pick  ... 


ACADEMY  BUILDING 

APARTMENTS 

(508)674-1111 

102  South  Main  Street,  Fall 

River 

ANDOVER  COMMONS 
(978)  470-2611 
30  Railroad  Street, 

Andover 

BEVERLY  COMMONS 

(978)927-2055 

Tozcr  Rd  ,  Beverly 

BROCKTON  COMMONS 

(508)  584-2373 

55  City  Hall  Plaza 

Brockton 

FAXON  COMMONS* 

(617)  472-6766 

1001  Southern  Artery,  Quincy 

HANOVER  LEGION 

ELDERLY  APARTMENTS 

(781)871-3049 

Legion  Drive,  Hanover 

(617)  328-6727 
725-735  Adams  Street, 


KENT  VILLAGE 

(781)545-2233 

65  North  River  road,  Scituate 

LINCOLN  SCHOOL 

APARTMENTS 

(781)749-8677 

86  Central  Street,  Hingham 

MCNAMARA  HOUSE 

(617)  783-5490 

210  Everett  Street,  Allston 

PELHAM  APARTMENTS 

(508)  872-6393 

75  Second  Street,  Framingham 

QUINCY  COMMONS 

(617)328-6727 

I  Canton  Road,  Quincy 

RTVERVIEW  COMMONS 

(978)  685-0552 

Bulfinch  Drive,  Andover 


SAUGUS  COMMONS 

(781)  233-8477 

63  Newhall  Avenue,  Saugus 

SHREWSBURY  COMMONS 

(508)  845-1161 

Route  9,  Shrewsbury 

STONE  RUN  EAST 

(781)331-2525 

8  Old  Stone  Way,  Weymouth 

STRATTON  HILL  PARK 

(508)  8524X160 

161  W.  Mountain  Street 

Worcester 

TRIBUNE  APARTMENTS 
(508)  875-8661 
46  Irving  Street,  Framingham 
WEYMOUTH  COMMONS/ 
EAST 

(781)335-4773 
74  Donald  Street,  #21 
Weymouth 


CORCORAN 

MANAGEMENT 

COMIANY 
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K«Hi8fU«  (AACA)  StgillISS 

§isiis#±iffia)W3?iaxi«  i 
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(is^±§i^aaad) 

a€S$i2^8  Bmmm 

(11/24,12/1  )  3:00pm 
SS8E  (11/26,12/3)  6:00pm 
mms.  (12/5)  1:00pm 

fStM:  ^Ji^^aj200!d  (Kfijfl) 

200  Tremont  St.,  Boston  ( idtS®ttfi8lBoylston  ufi  ) 
g  f®  9  IS  :  61 7-426-9492  x  210  Sailesh 
BUM:  617-482-2316 


J.S. WATERMAN  &  SONS 

-  Eastman  -  Waring  (Since  1832) 

M&i&X,  ftflHSfl,  &«Ail&£Mf&60«ft. 
xmmm,  Ufa®*. 

1-800-344-7526 


(^AfiJ^SP) 

Tak  Chiu  Joseph  Yeung 
Funeral  Director 


Kenneth  F.  Bennett 
Senior  Funeral  Director 


$L±m  aftft 

(617)536-41 10  1-800-344-7526  (617)472-1137 

495  Commonwealth  Ave.  Wellesley  -  Sudbury  -  Framingham  576  Hancock  St. 
(KENMORE  Norwood  -  Marblehead  -  Lynn  -  Dartmouth  (Citgo  ifBJAJIlfi]) 

J.S.  Waterman  &  Sons.  Fall  River  -  Fairhaven  -  New  Bedford  Devvare  Funeral  Home 


A  Service  Family  Affiliate  of  AFES  and  Service  Corporation  International. 
492  Rock  St.,  Fall  River,  MA  02720  ®IS:<508)676-2454 


